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Welcome to issue 13 of 
TNSrecords fanzine. This time it’s 
a TNS compilation special. We 
have our third compilation release 
out now and there is loads of 
information about it later on. 
We’ve also got interviews with 
some of the bands who feature. 
We have a load of new releases 
available too, so you can find out 
about all of them. 

The cover image is of Louie the 
dog, who also modelled for the 
compilation cover, the stickers (see 
overleaf) and for our new t-shirts, 
patches and hoodies (which you 
can get from tnsrecords.co.uk). 


As always, this fanzine has come 
out much later than Га planned. | 
was aiming for the start of Feb and 
it’s ended up being mid March, so 
| scrapped my review of 2011 type 
features. 2011 was a belter though. 
We were up to release number 
17 by the end of the year and 
had some other huge highlights 
such as our all-dayer in March, 
Strummercamp and loads of the 
bands getting out on tour, many of 
them playing overseas. 


We'd like to thank everyone 
who supported us last year, it is 
massively appreciated. | know 
we say this every single issue, 
but without your support we really 
couldn't survive. Trying to balance 
all of this with full time jobs is not 
the easiest thing so everyone 
who does help us out makes it 
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that little bit easier. With the label 
being not-for-profit every single 
sale is so important to us and the 
money goes straight back into the 
label and helps us to release more 
music. 


Because this issue has taken 
longer than expected you miss out 
on a preview of this years all-dayer 
and get a report of what happened 
instead. I’m writing this the day after 
what was one of the very best TNS 
gigs ever. It was amazing to see it 
so busy for the whole day and the 
atmosphere was something else. 
It was one of the best days ever 
and we'd like to say a huge thanks 
to everyone who came, played or 
helped out. It is much appreciated 
and I'm sure you all enjoyed it as 
much as we did. 

The venue was Kraak Gallery in 
Manchester, which is a venue and 
gallery put together by a collective 
of artists (www.kraak.co). Check 
out what they do as it is well worthy 
of your support. It was the ideal 
location for the gig. We managed 
to get 11 bands on and for the first 
time ever actually ran on time. 
We can't believe it ourselves. The 
lineup was Stand Out Riot, Beat 
The Red Light, Revenge Of The 
Psychotronic Man, Faintest Idea, 
Hated Til Proven, Black Star Dub 
Collective, Sense Of Urgency, 
The Kirkz, Sounds Of Swami, 
Rising Strike and Bootscraper and 
they were all amazing. They all 
also contribute tracks to our new 


compilation so check that out. 

Gigs like Saturday just make me 
feel so much more positive about 
life. It is great to see so many like- 
minded people having such a great 
time together and such community 
Spirit. We'll obviously be doing it 
again next year, but if you can't 
wait that long we'll have some 
more TNS gigs later in 2012 and 
Strummercamp is really not to be 
missed. It will be like Saturday but 
for 3 whole days...and it’s ina field, 
so dust off your tents. There is 
more information later in this issue. 


Pm feeling really excited about 
2012 from a music perspective. 
There are plans for a Manchester 
Social Centre, which would be 
a fantastic thing. There are DIY 
festivals and gigs popping up all 
over the country and lots of people 
working together to make good 
things happen. It's great to see so 
much positivity about, when things 
are so fucked politically. It’s also 
great to see people responding to 
these conditions in a positive way. 
David Cameron has absolutely no 
understanding of what being ‘all 
in it together' actually means, but 
the punk community has thrived on 
ideas of community and collective 
responsibility for years and will 
continue to do so. 


So keep supporting underground 
music (as we know you will) and it 
will continue to go from strength to 
strength. 


bout TNS 


TNSrecords is a Manchester based independent record label. TNS 
(That's Not Skanking) was founded in 2003 as a fanzine and to put on 
local gigs. In 2008 TNS evolved to include a record label with the aim of 
supporting great underground punk and ska. TNS is run based on the 


following core principles: 


* TNS are dedicated to supporting exciting music at grass roots level. 


* We believe in the music 'scene' working together as a community 
making every aspect better for all, discriminating against none. 


* TNS is run on a not-for-profit basis. We generally just about cover costs, 


anything else funds future releases. 
* 'TNS' bands should be actively involved in supporting other bands and 


helping them to play in their towns, working as hard as possible to get 
underground music out to genuine fans. 


* TNS oppose pay-to-play gigs, music competitions and money grabbing 


promotors. Music should never be about competing. 


* We believe that music can be a positive force politically, socially and 
morally, but also that everyone involved should have lots of fun! 


COMPETITION 


So we have a new sticker. It completes the set 
with the new hoody, t-shirt and patch. Yes, we have 
become merch whores. Anyway, we thought that 
we would run a little competition involving this 
Sticker. Basically we want you to send us pictures 
of the sticker stuck in funny places. 
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We will judge the submissions against four different 
categories with the winner of each getting a 
voucher to spend in the webstore. We are looking 
for you to be inventive, witty and well, prolific. We 
will be judging against the following categories; 


Funniest person with the sticker (either 
knowingly or not). We're thinking shit celebrity 
or a figure of authority. 


Best landmark. Go on, get a TNS sticker on 
Stonehenge. 


Most innovative place, get inventive, flex your 
creative skills. 


Judges discretion prize. Maybe something that 
makes us laugh or the person that just tagged 


the most pictures. 
Want to take part, well this is what you need to do: 


Get hold of some stickers. Either grab some 
straight off us at gigs or when we are out and 
about, or add some to you order in the webstore 
(just pay postage) www.tnsrecords.co.uk 


Stick them somewhere funny (see categories). 
Take a picture. 


Upload your picture to facebook and tag the 
TNSrecords page. (facebook.com/TNSrecords) 


For the winner of each of the categories we will 
send you a massive £5 voucher for the TNS 
webstore. On top of that we will give a £20 voucher 
to the overall winner decided by some kind of 
facebook vote. 


To give you all time to get hold of the stickers and 
to work your magic we will give you to till the end 
of June to tag your photos. 


Need some inspiration, check out the picture below 
of a sticker placed by one of Faintest Idea at last 
years anti-cuts march in London. 


DONATIONS - SUPPORT THIS FANZINE 


We really want to keep this fanzine FREE. We get some money in from the people who are kind enough 
to advertise (if you want to help in this way please email), but we don't get in nearly enough to cover costs. 
If you enjoy reading this and feel you'd like to help us out with funding it, then you can donate to us. You 
can either do this through this link: http:/Avww.tnsrecords.co.uk/site2/fanzine/issues/atest-issue.html 
Alternatively just paypal: tnsrecordsuk@ hotmail.co.uk 

Any help is hugely appreciated, however small the amount is. 

Alternatively just buy something off our store and then you get some awesome music in return for your 


pennies. 


If you want to get this fanzine posted to you every issue please email your details to 
andy @tnsrecords.co.uk or write to: 17 Heywood Road, Prestwich M25 1FB 
Thanks so much for your support! 


MAINSTREAM 
MUSIC IS 
(PERHAPS) NOT 
ALWAYS SHIT 


"| force myself to contradict 
myself in order to avoid 
conforming to my own 
taste." Marcel Duchamp 


Volume 2 of the TNSrecords 
compilation series had the 
provocative tongue-in-cheek 
title of 'Mainstream Music Is 
Shit. Obviously we were not 
entirely serious (although some 
reviewers seemed to miss the 
joke and get quite defensive 
about it. We here at TNS 
certainly think mainstream music 
has it's faults, but we are not 
quite as judgmental as someone 
taking the title without a sense of 
irony may think. 

The consumerist nature of 
mainstream music is something 
most alternative thinking people 
would be less than impressed 
by and | stand by the idea that 
very little music that becomes 
famous does so because it is 
good. It sometimes might be 
good and be famous too and just 
because | don't like something, 
doesn't mean someone else 
doesn't enjoy it. But regardless 
of its possible qualities, the 
reason mainstream music sells 
well is because it is marketed 
So well, and that needs money. 
Unfortunately many people 
do not question what they are 
fed and what they consume. 
Just because something sells 
well doesn't mean it is exciting, 
innovative or relevant. If sales 
were an indicator of quality 
Ronald McDonald could be 
hailed the worlds greatest chef... 
Capitalism is about consuming 
and when music becomes about 
consuming that upsets me. | 
want music to challenge rather 
than conform to marketability. 
However, lm also of the opinion 
that what one person likes may 
sound detestable to the next 
and it's this variety of taste 


which helps make the world an 
interesting place. So if you like 
Coldplay, even though | hate 
them | won't/shouldn't judge 
you... although you are clearly 
wrong. 

| suppose there shouldn't 
really be any such thing as shit 
music. There is music you like 
and music you don't like and 
even something you completely 
hate, may have some value to 
someone else. 

However, the competitive nature 
of pop music and mainstream 
TV music competitions leads to 
an individualistic and financially 
motivated way of seeing the arts, 
which frustrates me. Our scene 
could not exist by the same 
principles. The punk scene 
works together collectively 
whereas pop culture implies that 
by shitting on the competition 
you will achieve more. It values 
fame апа notoriety above 
ideas and community, which is 
something | can't comprehend. 
| personally want every band 
| see at a gig to be good. I 
certainly don't ever want to be 
putting bands | watch into a rank 
order. | think the individualistic, 
competitive nature of many of 
the arts appearing in popular 
culture is mirrored by aspects 
of society and this is not only 
shit, but dangerous. However, 
Tom Houseman discussed the 
dangers of these ideas last 
issue so | won't retread that 
ground. You can read that article 
and more back issues at www. 
tnsrecords.co.uk 

Hopefully these ideas emphasise 
why it is so important to have 
and to support a scene based 
on 'real' music made for genuine 
reasons. 


However, just to completely (and 
suddenly) change the emphasis 
of this article, after being partly 
responsible for releasing 
‘Mainstream Music Is Shit’ and 
producing t-shirts, stickers 
and patches with the infamous 
phrase emblazoned, | decided 
(in true Duchamp style) in an 


attempt to prove lm not just 
dismissive of the mainstream for 
the sake of it, to contradict myself 
and highlight some commercially 
successful music that | actually 
like. Here is a list of ‘mainstream’ 
albums that changed my musical 
tastes forever. 


The Offspring - Smash 

This was a pivotal album for me 
when getting into punk rock. The 
multi-million selling album was 
like nothing else | had heard 
as a teenager. It was a catalyst 
for me exploring punk further. 
From listening to The Offspring 
back catalogue on the back of 
‘Smash’, and reading about their 
influences | got into the whole 
Fat Wreck sound, which in turn 
led me to more underground 
music. | occasionally dig this 
out and | still enjoy it. It sounds 
painfully slow these days, but 
that's with hindsight. The catchy 
choruses are still great and 
this album still maintains a hint 
of that 80s hardcore sound, 
which is more prominent in their 
early releases. Music was less 
accessible then (you couldn't 
just download/stream things) 
and as a kid | listened to this so 
many times on repeat. In those 
days l'd get an album and live 
with it as the sound-track to my 
life until | could afford something 
else. | kinda miss that a bit. 


Nirvana - Nevermind 

Such an obvious choice, but such 
a classic album that changed 
music forever. 'Smells Like 
Teen Spirit’ is one of the most 
overplayed songs in history, but 
it has everything a good pop 
anthem needs. | still remember 
hearing it on the radio for the 
first time. | must have been 11 
or something. All the Nirvana 
albums take me back. | guess | 
could have picked any of them. 
‘Bleach’ has that raw energy, 
‘Incesticide’ has my favourite 
Nirvana track ‘Aneurism’, ‘In 
Utero’ is a more interesting 
album than ‘Nevermind’ in many 
ways and 'Unplugged' has that 


haunting, chill down your spine 
feel to it. But 'Nevermind' was the 
album that got me into it and it's 
still a classic now. 


Weezer - The Blue Album 

This is another album | played 
over and over again. The single 
‘Buddy Holly’ was obviously 
the song that kicked it all off for 
many, but the album as a whole 
is great. They have gone on 
to influence so much music (a 
lot of which | don't really like). 
However, | dug this out recently 
and | can, on a level hear how the 
pop sensibilities mixed with raw 
guitars has influenced my taste 
today. 


The Prodigy - Music For The 
Jilted Generation 

Mixing dance music with rock/ 
punk/guitars is a big no for some 
people, but l've always had a 
huge soft spot for dance music 
with a bit of aggression, and it 
doesn't come much better than 
this album. The 'electro punk 
sound of The Prodigy is still 
something | enjoy today. | saw 
them headline Glastonbury in the 
late 90s as a 6th former and it 
was amazing. l've gone on to see 
them many times and this is my 
favourite Prodigy album. 'Their 
Law'is a tune! 


Rage Against the Machine - 
Self Titled 

They have gone on to have 
a number one hit single and 
farcical, yet slightly amusing 
internet campaigns in their name, 
but in the early 90s RATM was my 
first real taste of political content 
in music. Clearly there are many 
bands who do the political thing 
better, but it was an early moment 
when | started to look beyond the 
sound and to understand how 
the aggression of the music and 
it's message went hand in hand. 
Their fusion of rap sounds with 
metal was also incredibly fresh 
sounding to the 18 year old me. 
That said, they did spawn a lot of 
bad rap-metal so it's not all good, 


but this album is great. 


At the Drive In - Relationship 
Command 

| remember there was a huge 
amount of hype when 'One 
Armed Scissor’ was released 
so | made an effort to see them 
at Reading Festival on the 3rd 
stage (quite low down the bill) 
off the back of the single. It was 
incredible and they remain one 
of the most intense live bands | 
have ever seen live. 'Relationship 
Command' was a huge hit and 
influenced so much music and 
their demise came soon after. It 
will be interesting to see how their 
reform tour goes. 


Pd lie to give an honourable 
mention to Terrorvision. I’m not 
sure how mainstream they were. | 
mean they were in the charts, but 
they were never quite as big as 
the bands above, but they were 
my first gig when | was about 14 
and I’ve been passionate about 
live music ever since. 

Actually, if l'm honest my first gig 
was the Radio One Road Show 
when | was about 10 featuring 
The Bee Gees and Mr Blobby. 
l'm not entirely sure how that 
influenced me... 


Very few people are born listening 
to underground music and whilst 
| remain 10096 adamant that 
the bands you see in your local 
venues playing to a handful 
of people are equal and in the 
vast majority of cases, far more 
enjoyable than their mainstream 
counterparts, to dismiss 
mainstream music completely 
would be naive. I’m so happy 
to be part of a music scene that 
exists outside of the financial 
demands of the corporate music 
world and which ties in with my 
ideals outside of music, but even 
| have to hold my hands up and 
say that occasionally (although 
far too rarely) the money-men do 
find a gem. Without that usher 
from the mainstream into the 
underground world, | probably 


wouldn't be doing what | am 
doing today. Many people would 
not get into the underground 
music scene without hearing 
bigger bands first. 


| ask myself sometimes if 
commercial music was just better 
when | was younger and maybe 
that is the case. I'm aware all the 
albums | picked came out ages 
ago. But | live in hope that people 
are continuing to find routes to 
more exiting music by delving 
deeper after the initial excitement 
of finding those bigger acts. 
Who todays bigger selling acts 
are however | couldn't really tell 
you... these days | try my best to 
avoid them. 

Andy 


SHOPPACHECK 


Hiding behind the couch sofa in 
various small run down properties 
on frequent occasions during my 
young life sounds like some kind 
of innocent play. Home is where 
the shout is and hide n' seek is a 
natural children's game and a lot 
of fun for many secure, protected 
vulnerable little people enjoying 
happy smiley child highs. 


Thinking back the memory could 
be perceived as funny in that 'sick 
in the stomach' kind of way and it 
took me a long time to figure out 
as an adult that this is not how 
life should be during a modern 
age in which we should be smart 
and capable of protecting each 
other and the world around us. 
The unannounced visits were 
both random and sneaky. It was 
sometimes one of our landlords 
wanting backdated rent arrears, 
sometimes a neighbour wanting 
the small £10 lend back, but 
usualy loan sharks, none 
of which us kids could really 
understand at the time. | just 
remember the excitement and 
fear when the loud knocks and 
voices through the  letterbox 
began. Me, me Mam and me 
brother would dart into position 


JSI 


shushing each other and slivering 
into the folds of the furniture, 
hoping the cigarette smoke 
stained net curtains positioned no 
accidental spy holes for peeping 
snaking peekers. It was a natural 
unhealthy norm in our life, like 
10% real beef burger and chips 
for tea and something | grew to 
accept even when home alone as 
a teen. 'Never answer the door' 
was the subconscious message, 
even for friends until you peek 
from the stained net curtain first! 


| can't decide to this day if | ever 
really got over situations like this 
and if much of my bitterness 
towards those who have had it all 
are a direct result of sadness and 
fear locked deep inside my lost 
child soul. 

| would like to add that my 
parents kept us as loved, clothed, 
and fed as they struggled to do 
and worked really hard in badly 
paid jobs all of their working 
lives. My dad still works hard for 
peanuts and this is not something 
Cameron and the blind rat 
cronies rally support for in the 
media and in Parliament during 
‘argue like little boys about the 
undeserving poor' days. If those 
pedigree breeds looked down 
for long enough they would see 
most of us, 'shit on the shoe feral 
scrounge scum’ actually do or did 
work very hard to pay unrealistic 
prices for a low budget standard 
of living. And then industry was 
destroyed to be replaced by no 
skill, low pay, no rights, don’t think, 
just do, or you’re out on your ear, 
on the dole, forever, cos no rulers 
want powerful peasants thinking, 
eat chips, watch TV, get in debt, 
now you're trapped, hahaha, 
they won, game over. This is the 
reality of that life dream. Those of 
us forced into failure because we 
could not even start. | have not 
had a holiday for over 6 years, 
and never flew on a plane as a 
child. Some dream aye? 


Cameron cock sucker should 
see that the alcohol problems in 


b 


Society, recently ranted against, 
are more to do with the 'escape 
of working ya' bones to the grind 
or flat line boredom, swing ya 
partner by the hair smack your 
mate in the chops, say no to 
the kids again nothingness'. The 
only thing we can afford to lose 
is our brains during slave break 
days. Yes Cameron, we know it 
is killing us, this life that is! Just 
give enough aye Tories, keep 
the smell on a stick a mile or so 
in front, and make sure we can 
never, ever hold it. Because it 
is you people who are judging, 
hateful of working British people. 
We do not want your gold or the 
awful rude ruling manner you tell 
us you deserve; we want a fair 
go and an end to pointless greed 
and corruption of a born few. Yes 
we could be the feared mob, 
but you fucks ignite that flame 
with lies and false promise, of 
rising costs of living and of more 
broken hearts on sleeves trying 
to put a real human touch in the 
communities we share. 


Basically, we were all sold, ‘work 
hard and it will pay' but the proof 
in the pud pud is finally being 
noticed by us rag n bone types 
on the shit slide that, 'no' this is 
not, nor will ever be the case. The 
rules are simple, 'born into it?' 
you win unless you are a moron. 
'Born with nothing' you will either 
fight all your life or accept the 
unfair chopping block and choose 
ignorance over people power. | 
must say regular TV broadcasts 
of ‘look at what you could have 
won’ shows are fabulous to tease 
poor society into believing the 
dream is obtainable. Location, 
Location, Propery Ladder, 
Glamour Pussycats, fashion 
icons, public school boy travel 
shows, same old thick celebrities 
doing ten reality shows each, 
The only way is... what??? It is 
all a bag of bull and we all know 
it's all about contacts darling... 
my mother was an actor in The 
Bill... Uncle works for Channel 
4... | can get you an audition for 


Emmerdale... you get the point? 


So, keep shredding our souls 
and do not complain when the 
demons inside of us go insane. 
We are becoming a sickness of 
incurable selfish wickedness, 
one of sheer hunger to be heard 
as human beings, and fed up of 
the screw turning and squeezing 
us into Oceania feared territory. 
You are creating monsters and 
angry thinkers and the pressure 
cooker is going to pop. Well done 
leaders. 


The same old Tories have fucked 
with my life and that of my family 
forever, and | cannot stand to 
watch DFS, CSL or any of the 
other cunts selling sofas on TV. 
Why do those people look so 
happy? Sofas are for hiding. 


Your again recently jobless, but 
voiceful ever loving 
JIM SORROW 


Really, BUY MY BEERS!!! 


KNOWLEDGE FOR 
KNOWLEDGE’S 
SAKE 


"Education is | important to 
society as a whole, not just 
to the individual. To remove 
public funding for the study of 
subjects such as English, history 
and philosophy would be to 
deny their public value and the 
enrichment they provide to our 
culture through the stimulation 
of creativity and original thought, 
and to define a subject as only 
of any inherent worth if it has an 
obvious financial value." Stewart 
Lee 


Рт a member of the National 
Union of Teachers and as most of 
you will know, recently we voted 
for continued strike action and as 
a result | was on strike twice last 
year and expect to be again soon. 
| was all set to write something 
justifying why we are taking this 


action as the way it is reported by 
the right-wing media would have 
most uninformed people thinking 
that we were purely being greedy 
and | naturally, as someone who 
is affected by the issues, feel 
the need to fight my corner. The 
increased contributions to our 
pensions and the reduced rate by 
which they are calculated will cost 
most teachers a huge amount of 
money and the government has 
failed to produce any evidence 
to prove that the current pension 
scheme is not affordable 
(teachers actually accepted 
changed pension conditions, 
which were supposed to make it 
all affordable in 2007 and much of 
the evidence suggests that these 
changes had made the schemes 
sustainable). 

The fact that we have been 
experiencing what is effectively 
a pay cut (when you consider 
inflation) for a few years already, 
means we are being hit twice 
(when none of this deficit is our 
fault). Requiring teachers (or 
anyone for that matter) to work 
to 68 to get their pension is both 
silly practically and also going to 
make it even harder for people to 
get jobs in the long run as those 
currently employed wont be 
leaving their positions. 

| certainly believe the government 
has an agenda to initiate a race 
to the bottom. Personally | 
believe that the current teachers 
pension scheme is a good model 
that could be adopted by much 
of the private sector, giving all 
workers better conditions. We 
are experiencing classic divide 
and rule strategies and a bit of 
solidarity is needed. 


However, these problems are 
merely the tip of the iceberg and 
| felt writing about education cuts 
from this angle was perhaps the 
selfish route. Instead visit www. 
teachers.org.uk if you want more 
information. The depth of the 
cuts goes much deeper than 
the issues that affect teachers 
personally and detrimentally hurts 
Society as a whole. 


№5 not just the changes to 
teachers’ conditions, ^ which 
will in the long term ensure 
many leave the profession, but 
alongside this there are the huge 
cuts to state school and college 
budgets, which mean that many 
educational establishments will 
be forced to make redundancies 
or at the very least make savings 
which affect facilities, enrichment 
and learning. Then there are the 
obscene increases to university 
fees, which can only ensure 
that higher education becomes 
elitist. | simply would not have 
gone to university had it cost 
that much (certainly not to study 
an art subject as | did). Yet had | 
not gone, | would not have been 
able to do the job | now have. 
My prospects would have been 
seriously limited. 


It is hard to think the cuts are 
anything other than a deliberate 
agenda. Education is being 
deliberately devalued and this is 
very upsetting to see. It is hardly 
a surprise with a Conservative 
led government. They simply 
do not value anything that is 
state funded. I’m very sure that 
they would take any opportunity 
to privatise education if they 
could get away with it. A school 
sponsored by Tesco does not 
bear thinking about, but is it 
that unrealistic? Despite the 
Governments assurances 
that profit-making company 
involvement in education will not 
happen (in September 2011, Nick 
Clegg said “Let me reassure you: 
yes to greater diversity; yes to 
more choice for parents. But no 
to running schools for profit, not 
in our state-funded education 
sector.” (Can you really trust 
anything he says?) this Guardian 
article shows how the window of 
opportunity for private firms is 
starting to open. 

www.guardian.co.uk/ 
education/2012/jan/28/state- 
schools-private-sector-revolution 


Noam Chomsky discusses the 
motivation for such policies in this 


interview: http://www.youtube. 
com/watch?vZZGN1MUTmuZO&f 
eature-youtube gdata player 


"What is happening across the 
board is an effort to privatise 
education and turn it into more 
of a system of discipline and 
domination апа prevent this 
dangerous conception of free 
thought and initiative." Noam 
Chomsky 


The education cuts and rises 
in fees are, as Stewart Lee 
says, ensuring that educational 
decisions are made with money 
being the determining factor, 
both for individuals and teaching 
establishments. Most people 
simply can not spend huge 
amounts of money on a university 
degree without some sort of 
guarantee of a decent income at 
the end. Put simply, less people 
will do subjects where there is no 
clear financial benefit. 


The right wing counter argument 
is the rather flimsy ‘why should we 
fund these mickey mouse degrees 
with our taxes’. Anyone who 
says this really does look deeply 
ignorant. Before | even discuss 
the inherent value of the arts and 
knowledge for their own sake, it 
doesn’t work commercially either. 
Our universities are considered 
world class, as is our arts industry. 
The UK trades in knowledge. 
That is, as Stewart Lee also says 
in this interview (www.youtube. 
com/watch?vzbxaJrpwDL- 
l&feature-related), fighting the 
battle on their terms. 


People would soon be bored 
without film, TV, music, computer 
games, etc, which the arts and 
arts education provide (albeit in 
an often infuriatingly commercial 
and content lacking manner). 
Perhaps if the arts disappeared it 
might make people pay attention, 
although people will more than 
likely just accept whatever 
rubbish reality TV crap is sold to 
them. Charlie Brooker's 'Black 
Mirror’ episode ‘15 Million Merits’ 


is an excellent satire of this 
potential world. 


As discussed in my other article 
(Mainstream  Music...), popular 
culture is in many ways as much 
to blame for dumbing down 
Society as the education cuts are. 


The TNS Volume 3 compilation 
album, which you can read 
about later in the fanzine is 
influenced by the previously 
mentioned Stewart Lee interview. 
The concept is about how the 
dumbing down of society, through 
an attack on education and the 
arts is a deliberate attempt to stop 
people questioning the status quo 
and how education and the arts 
actually enrich society for us all. 


Somewhere along the line 
it stopped being valued by 
Society to just know things and 
the mainstream | media has 
heightened that by spoon-feeding 
us throwaway rubbish as culture. 
| don't understand how it stopped 
being ‘cool’ to be intelligent and 
| certainly can't understand why 
from some corners of society it 
is not considered worth knowing 
something unless you can make 
money from it. What happened to 
knowing things just because they 
are interesting to know about 
and doing things just because 
they are interesting to do? What 
happened to knowledge for 
knowledge's sake and art for arts 
sake? 


Architect Frank Lloyd Wright said 
"Art for art's sake is a philosophy 
of the well-fed." 

Unfortunately in today's society 
l'm inclined to agree with him, 
because we have become so 
embroiled in a society which is 
based around money that any 
genuine free thinking is driven 
underground as it rarely has the 
funds to reach people. 


Hammering the funding of 
education is only going to 
exaggerate this and ‘these 
troublesome thinkers' are finding 
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it harder and harder to be heard. 
Many in education were already 
worried about how  'thinking' 
was being undervalued by a 
government preoccupation with 
statistics and league tables (as 
one of my colleagues often says 
"You can't make a pig fatter by 
weighing it.”), but without the 
funding and without the students 
desire to follow these subjects 
through, this will only continue to 
get worse. 


The reality of the situation is that 
the less people know, the less 
they question things. Personally 
the more | have learnt, the more | 
have realised that in reality | know 
very little. But l've constantly had 
a thirst to address that. If we 
devalue education too much we 
will be left with a world where 
no-one actually realises just how 
little they know. 

This is a world where ignorance 
is rife and the issues caused and 
exaggerated by such ignorance 
are very scary indeed. 

Education is surely the best way 
we can tackle ignorance and 
prejudice. 


Despite what the media says, we 
have a very good state education 
System so lets fight to keep it and 
to save free thinking. 

Andy 


"They say a little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing, but it's not one 
half so bad as a lot of ignorance." 
Terry Pratchett 


"Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use 
to change the world." Nelson 
Mandela 


MANCHESTER 
LOSES ANOTHER 
AND THE SCUM 
ARE IN TOWN! 


If anyone can remember, the last 
bit of rambling | put together to go 
into this fine print was about the 
loss of both Harijan (Manchester 


bad-man reggae) and Bomb Ibiza 
(years of Ska Bars, gigs, club 
nights and all round ska fun for 
the masses in Manchester). I’m 
sorry to say that it’s with a heavy 
heart | start the writings of this 
rambling. As I’m sure most of you 
know my personal favourite band 
and good friends The Fractions 
have called it a day. One more 
send-off and that’s it!?! Shit the 
bed ey!! 


| can’t help but feel the loss of 
this band with a teary eye. The 
second gig | ever went to was 
The Fractions and Harijan who 
are now some of my closest and 
dearest friends in the world. I'll 
never forget that gig. If | hadn't 
gone | can honestly say | don't 
believe I’d have the life | have 
now. Without that gig, and the 
ones that followed | wouldn't 
have become who | am today 
and | wouldn't have shared the 
experiences | have and know 
the people | know today. The 
Fractions were one of the first 
bands | fell in love with. | knew 
the words to the tunes before Га 
even gone to a gig. | estimate that, 
along with most of Manchester, 
over those few years, | must 
have seen The Fractions over a 
hundred times and never once 
did | grow bored. It was amazing 
to see people the same age as 
me, growing up with me, and 
making tunes that seemed to 
just be about me, sung right at 
me. | think ‘Release’ was one of 
the most important and relevant 
albums of recent times; real and 
true tunes from the street for the 
street. | predict now, whilst sat 
up here on the horse, that it will 
be 'one of those albums' in the 
next 5 years or so. If you haven't 
heard it get to pumpkinrecords. 
co.uk or tnsrecords.co.uk and 
buy it, itll blow your face off. 
Anyway | could literally bang on 
and on about that band but I'll 
Stop, І can see Tatton's face once 
he's read this already! Let's get 
one last round in, get mashed up 
and angry skank one last time, 
pack the place out and have a 


send-off like no other when the 
time comes around. | know that's 
exactly what I'll be doing, that and 
feeling nostalgic........ 


The second thing l've chosen to 
write about this time is some very 
recent events that have been 
brought to the forefront in the town 
in which my family live and | grew 
up in, Heywood. Now for anyone 
not in the know, Heywood is just 
North of Manchester, in-between 
Rochdale and Bury. It has recently 
been in the news for a few things 
and we have had none other 
than Nick Griffin walking around 
the place, mega-phone in hand, 
supporters in tow, barking his 
poison about the place. 


| should say this was a jerk re- 
action to a few things, the first of 
which being the attack on a 17 
year old lad in Hyde (see recent 
EDL Demo, that wasn't welcome). 
The second being the grooming 
ring that is currently going through 
court in Liverpool (most of the 
latter took place around Rochdale 
and Heywood). The following 
event, which drew the news to 
the town, was both disgusting and 
very worrying to say the least. 
The kids were the first to take to 
the streets ^we want rid, we want 
rid” was shouted as 100 plus 
made their way up Market Street 
and into the town centre. Shops 
were attacked as well as people 
being caught up, who were just 
trying to make their way home. 
And of course, over time everyone 
in the pub got wind and the whole 
thing turned into what, for a town 
as small as this was BIG news! 
Last weekend (03/03/12) the EDL 
protested in Hyde. Whilst they 
were doing that, in Heywood, 
100 National Front were in the 
memorial gardens in the centre 
of the town listening to guest 
speakers. All local shops, pubs 
and the market were closed. All 
of those people lost a day's wage 
and the fear provoked and shoved 
onto people was like nothing 
|ме ever seen here before. That 
same day, after his trip to Hyde, 


Griffin was in Heywood. Giving 
his normal shite about all things 
‘British’ and ‘what we should do’ 
he stood and spoke about things 
he of course has no clue about. He 
gave his talk at the side of our taxi 
rank, whilst our brothers sat too 
scared to go home through fear of 
attack. He gave the young mixed 
race lad at the side of him dirty 
looks throughout his speech and 
wouldn't shake his hand before 
he left. As someone who was born 
and raised here, as big of a hell 
hole as I’m happy to tell anyone it 
is, | was both ashamed and angry 
about the whole thing on more 
levels than | can possibly put into 
this shoddily written piece....... 
youtube is out there.....look for 
yourselves....| could keep talking 
for days..... 


Destroy Fascism! 


Love, respect and unity to all 
Joshua Blue-Sheets x 


ME AGAINST 
THE MUSIC 


Reading X Andy's article оп 
Mainstream Music made me want 
to reply, but not to disagree! 


| was born in 88 and listened to my 
Dad's ACDC and Status Quo and 
my Mum's ABBA. My first gig was 
a Boyzone concert at the Nynex 
Arena. | only really went because 
Westlife were supporting. Yeah, 
the music was catchy, but | mostly 
loved the bright lights, the stage 
show, the atmosphere. Plus | 
really wanted to be on that stage. 
| was totally going to be a dancer 
or an actress. 


But like every teenager in the 
country | reached the terrible age 
of 13 and realised that | liked boys. 
| went out to a ska gig with some 
people from school and started 
seeing my first ever boyfriend. 
He was cool and quirky and liked 
baggy jeans and going to gigs. | 
met a whole bunch of people who 
were more like me and through 
them | met some more... and some 


more... and some more. Now it 
seems like if l'd never been to that 
gig that night | wouldn't know half 
the people | do now. 


Ten years on though and 
everything | seems to have 
changed. ії was OK back then 
to admit that for me it was never 
about the music. | classed myself 
as alternative, because I thought I 
was - my ideas and attitudes were 
not the norm, and generally still 
aren't. But now it seems that it's 
not OK to say you were never in it 
for the music, or to say you dislike 
a band that everyone has been 
raving about for the past 3 months. 


| started to feel that the types of 
people who | once looked up to 
and wanted to copy (let's face it - 
who doesn't re-invent themselves 
these days without copying 
something they have seen?) were 
looking down on me for realising 
who | really was. | basically can’t 
be bothered pretending any more. 
| don’t like a lot of music that my 
friends and boyfriend do. | like pop 
music and expensive concerts at 
arenas full of screaming kids. | go 
to small gigs because my friends 
are going. And if they aren’t going, 
| don’t want to know. 


This is all too raw and honest 
for some though. Some people 
seem to believe that being 
pretty normal is a weakness! 
Disappointing, silly, pointless. 
Dare | say it, but I think that some 
people, particularly some people 
in ‘alternative circles’ see being 
‘normal’ or liking mainstream 
things as a side effect of being 
a bit stupid... | couldn't possibly 
have been to see Katy Perry 
last night, yet still be considering 
shopping at the market to support 
small businesses. Or growing my 
own vegetables. Or volunteering 
at a community project. Because 
people who spend their money on 
seeing Katy Perry on arena tours 
obviously all shop at Tesco and 
buy battery farmed hen's eggs 
and drink WKD in The Printworks 
til 4am every Friday. Dear me. 
g 


So | was really happy when Andy 
wrote his article on mainstream 
music. l've always understood 
that the Mainstream Music Is 
Shit slogan was tongue in cheek 
and lve always hoped people 
didn't take it seriously. | still feel 
guilty wearing the t-shirt. When 
it comes down to it, not many 
people were raised only listening 
to ‘alternative’ music. Меме all 
been shaped in some way by a 
chart topping song here or there - 
of course some more than others. 


One thing | fail to understand 
about the real haters is why they 
think listening to chart pop is 
meaningless listening! Do people 
really think that the only music 
that has a message - a political 
message, a moral message - is 
punk music? | think not. Surely 
the mainstream should be 
something to embrace? If you 
want real change and considered 
political thought to ‘drip down’ 
to the masses, how else are 
you going to achieve that than 
by letting mainstream music 
and other media carry those 
messages for you? Yes there’s a 
lot of crap out there - but if you are 
shouting out about how rubbish it 
is, from my experience you really 
don’t have a clue of what is out 
there, what is being said and who 
exactly is listening. 


К isn't just the music part of 
mainstream-bashing that pisses 
me off these days. Recently | 
was in a pub with some friends 
when someone commented that 
‘this place isn’t what it was.’ 
Oh, ‘Why not?’ | inquired. ‘It’s 
gone a bit trendy, it used to be 
for real rockers and now it’s full 
of normal people like Deansgate.’ 
My friend was merely passing 
social commentry - and | didn’t 
judge her for it. But | see this 
attitude so frequently now and it 
makes me sad. Everywhere is 
for everyone. ‘Trendy’ surely just 
means ‘in trend’, ‘a popular way 
of doing things’. If you believe 
in yourself and your ethics and 
your morals, yet the whole world 
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decided to join you, would you 
jump ship to another culture, 
another way of life just to say that 
you were different? Has ‘being 
different’ become an addiction 
- one step too far - for some 
people? 


When | was 13 | was accepted 
for being open minded. Now it's 
my ability to view everything from 
more than one perspective that 
gets me pushed out. 


Surely the beauty of the world 
should be that we all come in 
different shapes and forms, not 
that one can be looked down on 
by another. 

Samantha Cryer 


THESE 
TROUBLESOME 
TRACK 
LISTINGS 


When | first played the 
compilation Fat Music Volume 
VII : Harder, Fatter + Longer! | 
checked to see if | had put the 
record the right way round. ‘Old 
Man Markley’ wasn't what | 
expected to hear as the first track 
of a compilation. This jolt of the 
unexpected grabbed my attention 
and as the record progressed 
the same pattern emerged, but it 
worked. 


With the previous two TNS 
compilations we had approached 
ordering the tracks with the aim 
of smooth transitions, grouping 
similar tracks together. This is 
probably most evident on vol.2 
‘Mainstream Music Is Shit’ - with 
a rough split between more punk/ 
hardcore influenced tracks on 
CD1 and ska/folk influences on 
CD2, although it was not intended 
to be as explicit as that. 


When the words “We should put 
together another compilation!” 
were finally muttered one of the 
first things we discussed was how 
to approach the order. Harder, 


Fatter + Longer! came up in 
those initial chats about what we 
wanted. | think it is fair to say that 
Fat Mike’s approach influenced 
the way we thought about what 
we could achieve. 


As the concept of ‘These 
Troublesome Thinkers’ developed 
it reinforced the importance of 
changing our approach: the order 
should attempt to fit the theme. 
We wanted to be surprising and 
not take an obvious order with 
similar tracks grouped together. 
Individual tracks should stand 
out, illustrating the amazing 
diversity within the underground 
scene whilst still maintaining 
a natural flow between tracks. 
Hopefully having Black Star Dub 
Collective followed by Revenge 
of the Psychotronic Man and 
then [Pop]ulation might also 
stop some reviewers saying that 
everything sounds exactly the 
same... | doubt it though. 


We believe it is very important 
that our releases work as one; 
its about the whole package, 
the artwork and music together 
with track order being another 
aspect of this. That’s why the 
physical product is better, right? 
Hopefully you will think that it fits 
together like an album, with the 
pace changes not feeling forced 
and jolty. 


That all said, it’s just a track 
order. You have probably burnt it 
straight to iTunes and listened to 
it on shuffle... 


We really hope that you enjoy the 
compilation and that you discover 
a couple of new bands that you 
love. We genuinely think that all 
the tracks are great but realise 
that not everyone will agree. But 
with 2hrs of music from 42 bands 
there is plenty of new music to 
explore. Please get in touch, 
let us know what you think and 
how you would like to see vol.4 
approached (if we get that far...) 
Tim Bevington 


New TNS 
releases for 
2012 


TNS018: AUTONOMADS/ 
BLACK STAR DUB 
COLLECTIVE SPLIT: FROM 
RUSHOLME WITH DUB 

(CD/12" vinyl) 

This is a collectively released CD/ 
vinyl featuring 5 tracks by each 
band. Both bands play dub/ska/ 
reggae/punk influenced sounds 
but are different enough to make 
this split work incredibly effectively. 
There are politically and socially 
informed lyrics, which is what 
you would expect from band 
members involved in projects 
such as Pumpkin Records, | Bike 
Manchester, OK Cafe and The 
Manchester Social Centre. 

And if you want a bit of TNS trivia, 
Black star Dub Collective vocalist 
Mike was also a member of the 
sadly missed Harijan (TNS002). 


TNS019: HATED TIL PROVEN 
- SONGS FOR THE SHORT OF 
ATTENTION (CD) 

Hated Til Proven are an awesome 
fast punk band from Warrington, 
who we've seen live on numerous 
occasions over the last few 
months and are really pleased to 
welcome to the TNS family. 

They play technical апа 


aggressive punk rock, throwing 
in a bit of dirty ska now and again 
and they blast out some great 
political/social commentary. Want 
some more TNS trivia? We know 
you love it! This was recorded by 


Black Star Dub Collective guitarist, 
Matt Martin in the Pumpkin studio. 


TNSO020: TNS vol. 3: THESE 
TROUBLSOME THINKERS 
(Double CD) 

| won't say too much about this as 
there are a few pages dedicated 
to it later in the zine, but it's 2 CDs 
and 42 tracks of punk/hardcore/ 
thrash/ska/folk and whatever we 
like really. 

Let's stick with this trivia theme. 
There are just 4 bands who have 
been on all 3 TNS compilations 
and they are: The Kirkz, Revenge 
Of The Psychotronic Man, Faintest 
Idea and Sounds Of Swami. 


TNS021: BRAINDEAD - DUB ОР 
TRANSGRESSION (7” VINYL) 
This is another collective release, 
with several labels involved. It’s 
a dub mix of a track from the 
excellent ‘Weapons Of The Weak’ 
album, released to coincide with 
their UK tour. BrainDead are from 
Hamburg and have worked with 
both 5FeetUnder Records and 
Pumpkin. 

Trivia wise, well | first heard 
BrainDead on the 5FeetUnder 
compilation ‘Punk Rock 
Generation 3’, which features 
Mighty Midgets, Broken Aris, 
Revenge Of, The Ignored and No 
Fealty (formerly Thought Police 
Brutality), who all contribute tracks 
to TNS volume 3. 


We can also reveal that we 
will have new releases from 
Bootscraper, Faintest Idea and 
Revenge Of The Psychotronic 
Man later this year. 


Bootscraper have already 
recorded their new album, which 
follows on from their impressive 
2010 debut, ‘Country And 
Eastern’. You can expect more 
expertly executed  folk/country/ 
skiffle with a wide range of 
instruments and a real punk ethos 
from this fine Leeds based band. 
The mastering process is 
happening now and once that's 
done we shouldn't be waiting too 
long for this highly anticipated 
release. 


Kings Lynn 2 tone inspired punk 
band, Faintest Idea are currently 
part way through recording their 
follow up to another top quality 
2010 TNS release, ‘Ignorance Is 
This’. 

They have been gigging to 
fantastic reception all over the 
UK and will be touring mainland 
Europe later in the year. The 
new songs are sounding superb 
live, so we are looking forward to 
hearing the recordings very soon. 


Revenge Of The Psychotronic 
Man are in the studio in July to 
record a new full length album 
of stupidly fast punk rock. Their 
highly acclaimed 2009 album 
‘Make Pigs Smoke’ is very close 
to being sold out so grab a copy 
whilst you still can. The 2011 
‘International Split EP’ is also 
getting great reviews. Before 
the recording they will be touring 
Germany, The Netherlands and 
Belgium in April and Denmark in 
May. 


Get all these releases from 
tnsrecords.co.uk 


PART & PARCEL' - THE NEW ALBUM FROM 


THE. SKI! 
OUT NOW: CD — LP – DIGITAL 


WWW.THESKINTS.CO.UK WWW.BOMBERMUSIC.COM 


BONBENMUSICLTD CODE 2 


An Introduction to 
TNSvolume 3: These 
Troublesome Thinkers 


“It’s as if we are attempting 
to socially engineer these 
troublesome thinkers and 

questioning creatives out of 
existence.” Stewart Lee 


‘These Troublesome Thinkers’ is the 
3rd TNS compilation and this time 
features 42 bands over two CDs. 
You can grab a copy from www. 
tnsrecords.co.uk for just £6. 


The title of the CD references 
comedian Stewart Lee and 
is taken from ап interview in 
which he discusses how current 
government policy, specifically 
cuts to education and the arts, 
deliberately limits free thinking. You 
can see the whole interview, which 
is very interesting here: http://www. 
youtube.com/watch?v=bxaJrpwDL- 
l&feature-related 

You should also check out his comedy, 
it is fantastic. www.stewartlee.co.uk 


It has been incredibly difficult to put 
this compilation together because 
there are simply so many amazing 
underground bands around at the 
moment. We didn't want to just 
remake the last volume so we've 
tried to get a load of new bands we've 
worked with on this one, which has 
meant that some of the bands from 
last time don't feature. We are still 
fans of those bands, but we wanted 
to mix things up a little. They and 
many more bands would have been 
equally as worthy of a place on this 
compilation and are equally as worthy 
of your continued support. 


A huge range of bands, playing so 
many different sounds (which could 
loosely be linked to punk either by 
sound or ethos) have been involved 
with TNS and we have really tried 
to showcase the diversity that is on 
offer in the UK underground scene 
on this CD. We've tried to include 
bands who we have worked with, put 
on, featured in the fanzine/podcast 
or seen live on various occasions 
so rather than being some sort of 
‘scene’ overview, it's more of a what 
TNS has been up to overview. The 
strength of the underground scene 
at the moment is so impressive that 
we could have made some sort of 4 
or 5 CD box set, but we decided that 


2 CDs would work better. We really 
hope you enjoy it as much as we do. 


| wanted to dedicate a section of this 
issue to the release so here is my 
personal introduction to the bands 
featured. 


| first came across Acid Drop a few 
years back and many of you will 
remember their excellent contribution 
to vol. 2. | have always really enjoyed 
their mix of that distinctive Fat Wreck 
sound (which is what | grew up 
with) and a more folk punk/Dropkick 
Murphy’s sound. Their track ‘Johnny’ 
is taken from their latest EP, which 
you really should check out. The band 
have featured regularly at Rebellion 
Festival and have also played 
Download. As with many of the bands 
on this compilation they contribute 
massively to the underground gig 
scene putting on nights in Leeds and 
running the superb Pie Race Festival 
at The Well. 


All People are a new band from the 
New Orleans. We've made some 
really cool links with the amazing 
Community Records in the USA and 
hope to work together more frequently 
and help to distribute each others 
labels. Community release some 
awesome ska-core bands and have 
many, many free download albums 
available at www.communityrecords. 
org. All People feature label founder 
Greg and when he emailed this track 
we were really impressed with their 
innovative sound, which showcases 
the labels range of music well and we 
thought it would be a great addition 
to this CD. 


| have been aware of Almeida for 
a good while now and always been 
impressed with their recordings, 
but | only got to see them live for 
the first time last year. Anyone who 
has also seen them will know how 
mesmerizing an experience that is. 
The pace combined with outstanding 
musicianship and hardcore energy 
is a joy to behold. This track is the 
opening song on their top quality 
‘Fantastic Massacre’ album. They 
also really like Alan Partridge, which 
in turn makes me like them even 
more. 


Manchesters Autonomads have 
made a real name for themselves 
over the past few years with their 
politically/socially informed blend 
of ska fuelled punk. They gave an 


awesome performance at the TNS, 
FC United of Manchester pre-match 
gigs too, which was a pleasure to 
watch. Their track, ‘Nobody’s Winning 
Here’ is taken from their split with 
Black Star Dub Collective, which we 
have collectively helped to release. 
Members of the band are heavily 
involved with the Manchester Social 
Centre. You can read more about the 
split and the Social Centre elsewhere 
in the fanzine. 


Beat The Red Light are quite simply 
my favourite live band in the world. | 
picked up their debut EP in London’s 
excellent All Ages Records purely 
off the description on the front. It 
said something like ‘imagine Slayer 
playing ska’. | figured it would either 
be amazing or hilarious and | wouldn't 
be disappointed either way. I’m very 
pleased to say that it turned out to 
be amazing. Little did | know at that 
point, TNS would end up re-releasing 
that very CD. However, like so many 
bands, to get Beat The Red Light 
properly you need to see them live. 
The first time | did this was when 
they opened a gig in Colwyn Bay. | 
remember myself and Bevington 
looking at each other with that 1 
really hope these will let us release 
something for them' look we have 
come to know. Coincidently they were 
playing in Manchester the following 
night and | was texting all day telling 
people they needed to see this band. 
Their compilation track, 'Solanum' 
is taken from their 'Salt The Lands' 
album, which came out on TNS last 
year. They just keep getting heavier 
and heavier and the brass section is 
huge, it's fantastic. | can't really use 
words to describe it, you just need to 
see it. 


Featuring members of Autonomads, 
Dead Subverts and the amazing and 
sadly missed Harijan, Black Star Dub 
Collective were always going to be 
good and they really don't disappoint. 
Superb lyrics combined with Mike's 
distinctive vocal style give the band 
so much character. The music is also 
top notch, expertly delivered with a 
real atmospheric quality. Their track 
‘Leviathan’ features on the previously 
mentioned split with the Autonomads. 
| very much look forward to seeing 
how these guys develop their sound 
as they are fast becoming one of my 
favourite bands. Matt and Bo from the 
band also run the brilliant Pumpkin 
Records, which is one of the UK's 
finest music collectives. 
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Bootscraper are based in Leeds 
and over the past few years have 
developed one of the most interesting 
and distinctive sounds in UK music. 
They combine country, eastern 
influences, folk, skiffle and loads 
more and deliver it in an incredibly 
tight manner but with a little bit of 
edge and punk swagger. | remember 
seeing them jamming before they 
were even properly a band and 
thinking that they were gonna be a bit 
Special. Their ‘Country and Eastern’ 
album came out in 2010 on TNS and 
the follow up shouldn’t be too long 
now. | for one am very excited about 
that. Bootscraper are also extremely 
active in terms of promoting music 
running the Hempen Jig stage at 
Strummercamp and Hempen Jig 
nights in Leeds. 


BrainDead are a punk/ska/dub/ 
thrash band from Hamburg. Their 
‘Weapons Of The Weak’ album 
is fantastic. It jumps in and out of 
different genres so seamlessly 
and effectively. The album is also 
released on two of my favourite 
labels; Pumpkin and 5FeetUnder. 
We'll be collectively releasing a 7 inch 
vinyl for these guys soon and they will 
be in the UK throughout March so I’m 
very eager to see them live. If the CD 
is anything to go by, it is going to be 
awesome. 


Sweden's Broken Aris contributed 
4 top quality tracks to our really well 
received 4 band International split EP, 
which came out on TNS, 5FeetUnder 
and Stikman last year. Their brand 
of stupidly fast skate punk with 
distinctive vocals grows on you 
with every listen due to the catchy 
melodies on offer. However, despite 
the melodic quality of the music, it 
still maintains that aggressive edge, 
which makes it a very effective blast 
of energetic punk rock. The track on 
this compilation ‘Felix’ is previously 
unreleased and one of the best 
Broken Aris songs yet. 


China Shop Bull are a band who 
| first saw live at the sadly missed 
Manchester Ska Bar. | have since 
seen them many times and enjoy 
them more and more each time. I’ve 
always liked a bit of dance music and 
when it’s mixed with more aggressive 
sounds such as punk, it really works 
a treat. China Shop Bull have nailed 
this mix superbly and are gaining a 
huge reputation for their awesome 
live show. We've got them on the TNS 


1 4 stage at Strummercamp and they've 


done some quality TNS gigs in the 
past. Their compilation track is taken 
from their 'Rave to the Grave' album, 
which they self released last year. It's 
called ‘Sandblaster’ and it is a huge 
TNS anthem. 


| saw The Dangerous Aces first ever 
gig and over the last few years have 
witnessed them develop into a really 
good band. They have always had 
really good songs and now with a 
solid lineup they consistently deliver 
them really well whilst still managing 
to have that exciting, unpredictable 
quality to their performance, which 
Га never want them to lose. Musically 
it's very fast, aggressive, socially 
informed punk rock, so right up my 
street. 'Endless Bullshit' is taken the 
‘Deny All Responsibility’ album, which 
is well worthy of your time. It’s booze 
fuelled punk rock in all it’s glory. 


The Dead Class are from the Dead 
Kennedys school of punk rock and 
are an absolutely superb live act. 
Their ‘Stick’ album was released in 
2010 on AntiPop records and their 
contribution, ‘Pulse And A Heartache’ 
is taken from that release, which is 
highly recommended by all at TNS. 
They have toured Europe and the UK 
extensively and will be tour support 
for The Queers in March. Their 
sound is edgy and delivered with a 
real energy. | think they are a good 
example of the variety of sounds on 
offer on this release and are a really 
interesting band musically. 


Dead Subverts feature members 
of Black Star Dub Collective, Epic 
Problem and 2 Sick Monkeys. 
Guitarist/vocalist Matt and drummer 
Bo also run Pumpkin records. In 
addition to all of this they also play 
in this amazing band. Dead Subverts 
are fast as fuck, with great politically 
informed lyrical content, aggressive 
delivery and mind blowing bass 
playing. They have a split coming out 
soon with Global Parasite and I’m 
really excited about that. | love fast 
paced music so much and there are 
not too many who do it as well as this. 


The Down And Outs have been one 
of my favourite UK bands for a long 
time now. | really like it when people 
sing in their accents and it gives this 
band real character and makes their 
sound really distinctive. They write 
really catchy and memorable punk 
rock songs and l'm very happy to 
have a band l've been into for so long 
on this release. Their track, ‘Tourist In 


A Tenement’ epitomises all that is so 
good about these guys and it's been 
constantly in my head since | first 
heard it. It will be on their new album, 
which will be out later in 2012. 


One of the most exciting new bands 
| heard last year was Drones. This 
three-piece play top quality fast punk 
rock. | first heard them when someone 
posted me a link to their music video 
for ‘Shells Fall, Pins Pulled’ and | 
loved it. They released their ‘Mutiny’ 
album on Lockjaw Records last year 
and we had them in Manchester 
for a TNS gig. The album is great. | 
have listened to it absolutely loads 
and ! really look forward to how they 
develop the sound. If you like fast 
punk you should definitely pick up 
that CD. 


Another really exciting new band is 
Egos At The Door, who actually 
played the same TNS gig as 
Drones. Guitarist, Ed was in A 
WarAgainstSound who featured on 
TNS008, which was a З band ska- 
core split, but EATD are a really 
different sounding band. They are 
more rooted in hardcore. Their live 
show is intense, reminding me of 
the live delivery of At The Drive In. 
Musically it's experimental and full 
of ideas. They have already toured 
extensively around mainland Europe 
and plan to hit America this year. 
They could have a very bright future if 
they continue this momentum. 


Mixing expertly executed 2 tone with 
a bit of punk rock, Faintest Idea are 
really building up a reputation as 
one of the best bands of their type in 
the UK. They understand the 2 tone 
sound so well but Dani's distinctive 
vocals ensure the punk rock rooting 
remains, meaning they are a little 
different to many ska bands. Their 
‘Ignorance Is This’ album came out in 
2010 on TNS and has received great 
reviews. They are working towards a 
new album and heading to mainland 
Europe on tour in the coming months 
so the future looks very bright. | 
like them so much, | got their logo 
tattooed. Now that is commitment... 
or stupidity. It’s one or the other,., 
although to be fair | did design it. 
Dani’s (and Holly's) dog Louie is 
also on the front of the CD and the 
fanzine. He is a good dog. 


Another band who featured on our 
International Split EP were Nashville's 
Fist Of The North Star. Bassist KD, 
runs the excellent Stikman Records, 


who we have swapped a load of 
stock with. Fist Of... were always 
the Stikman band who stood out 
to me, sounding a little bit like The 
Steal covering The Dwarves, which 
can only be a good thing really. It 
was only at a later date we actually 
discovered they were KD's band. 
Their track, 'Voices' is taken from the 
Split and is one of the best songs ! 
heard last year. Awesome stuff! 


Contributing a brand new track and 
opening CD 2 are the superb From 
The Cradle To The Rave. They 
combine dance music and beats 
with more aggressive music and it 
works so well. They have released 
two albums on Pumpkin records, 
which I’ve been listening to so much 
since hearing them for the first time 
last year. | eventually got to see them 
live at a gig put on by the good folk at 
Anarchistic Undertones and despite 
some technical hitches they were 
everything Га hoped for and more in 
the live environment. It's a pleasure 
to have them on the compilation. 


TNSO19 will be from Hated Til 
Proven, who are one of my favourite 
bands at the moment. There is 
more information about that release 
elsewhere in this issue. They mix 
things up between fast angry punk 
and a touch of dirty ska and they 
pull off both aspects of the sound 
incredibly well and throw in some top 
quality musicianship along the way. 
They are a fantastic band to open the 
compilation as their mixing of genres 
and raw energy, combined with 
informed lyrical content epitomises 
everything we find exciting about 
underground music and they are 
great live too. Make sure you grab a 
copy of the album. 


We are really sad to reveal that I.C.H. 
have split before this compilation 
has even returned from pressing. 
Their track ‘If Jesus Loves Me’ 
was recorded especially for the 
compilation and we are gutted as 
we'd hoped there would be a new 
album on the way. They deliver 
excellent fast paced punk rock with 
catchy melodies. There is simply 
nothing to not like about them. A 
great band who it is great to include 
on this compilation and who will be 
missed. 


| first heard The Ignored on the 
5FeetUnder compilation album and 
was really impressed so grabbed a 
copy of their CD, which offers some 


extremely well executed melodic, 
fast paced skate punk. We got to see 
them live in Belgium last year as they 
put on Revenge Of... and they are 
another awesome band with great 
DIY ethics, which is always a treat to 
see. Hopefully they can make it to the 
UK in 2012. 


Featuring Mr T of Lights Go Out 
Fanzine fame, Just Add Monsters 
bring a distinctive brand of hardcore 
and yet more DIY principles to 
proceedings. You may remember 
that they featured on volume two. 
This is another very impressive blast 
of fast, aggressive music, which 
should hopefully appear on an album 
later this year. 


The Kirkz have been part of the 
North-West scene for well over a 
decade now and I've seen them so 
many times it's untrue (well over 50 
times | believe), but l've still never 
been disappointed. They are a 
tight and entertaining live band and 
their album 'Agroculture' which was 
released on TNS in 2010 showcases 
their fast melodic punk sound 
superbly. They are Rebellion festival 
regulars and serve up Rancid/Rise 
Against-esque punk rock from the 
Metropolis of Macclesfield. 


A few years ago at Rebellion festival 
| had a drunken conversation with 
Leagues Apart guitarist, Adam 
Bilboa, who said he was gonna 
move to Manchester, start a new 
band and TNS were gonna release 
his album. Well, he was right. All 
those things happened. Now I’m not 
claiming Adam Bilboa can predict the 
future... Anyway, Leagues Apart are 
fresh from an American tour and a 
slot at The Fest. They just execute 
that brand of gruff, melodic punk far 
better than most and really stand 
out in that genre. Their compilation 
track, ‘Rampant Horse Is Rampant’ 
is taken from their download only EP 
‘Buffalo Club’ and their 2010 album 
‘To Anywhere’ is out on TNS records. 


One of the most fun and entertaining 
live acts | saw last year was The 
Liabilities. They have a great 
tongue in cheek sense of humour 
and a sound that has it’s routes in 
pop-punk, but has a raw edge to it. 
Its impossible not to warm to their 
stage banter and clear enjoyment of 
playing live and they deliver some 
great songs too. Good stuff. 


Mighty Midgets are a band | 


absolutely love. They sent me their 
'Raising Ruins For The Future' album 
to review a couple of years back and 
| was blown away by it. I’ve listened 
to it so many times. They play at an 
unreal pace and deliver their brand 
of melodic hardcore so expertly. The 
songs are so fast and so catchy, 
but have so much aggression and 
energy. It really is a winning formula. 
It was an absolute pleasure to have 
them on last years International 
Split EP and | think I’m going to be 
seeing them live in May, which | am 
very excited about. They also run the 
fantastic 5FeetUnder label. 


Pop punk is a term that occasionally 
puts people off, but there are some 
bands who do that sound properly 
and well such as The Queers and 
when it's done well it's bloody brilliant. 
Scottish band, Murderburgers are in 
that bracket. They just deliver catchy 
song after catchy song, but with 
style and energy that makes it really 
exciting. We've got them on the TNS 
stage at Strummercamp, which is 
great news and there will be a new 
album very soon. This is how all pop- 
punk should sound. 


Formerly known as Thought Police 
Brutality, No Fealty are a great 
addition to this CD. They bring a 
brutal blast of hardcore energy from 
Copenhagen and it's amazing to 
have something this heavy on the 
compilation. They are another band 
| found through the 5FeetUnder 
compilation and soon grabbed a 
copy of their album. If you like fast 
brutal music these are a band you 
need in your life. 


Officer Down recently released their 
‘Thrown to the Water’ album and it's 
one of the best albums | heard in 
2011. It's fast as fuck punk rock from 
start to finish. Their compilation track 
is the album opener, 'Ammunation'. 
The first time | saw these was 
at a fairly poorly attended gig in 
Birmingham and it's safe to say | 
have been a big fan since that day. 
It's great to finally have them feature 
on a TNS release. 


Featuring members of Sense Of 
Urgency, Stoke-On-Trent’s Only 
Strangers are a new band. They 
sound very different to SoU, offering 
a sound which is more similar to 
the likes of Leatherface and Hot 
Water Music and they do it very well. 
Another band | am very much looking 
forward to seeing on the TNS stage 
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at Strummercamp. 


(Pop)ulation are a new project from 
Jim Sorrow of Freaks Union and 
Dead Pets fame. They are however, 
very different from both of those acts, 
this time concentrating on beats and 
dance music, but delivered with a 
punk rock edge, particularly vocally. 
They are an absolutely brilliant live 
act and I'm really enjoying the fact 
we have a few bands who mix dance 
music into their sound on this CD as 
it's something I’m really getting into. 


| put Random Hand on at the second 
ever TNS gig in early 2004. The full 
lineup that night was Random Hand, 
Harijan, Pendleton and Revenge of. 
That would still be some gig wouldn't 
it? Obviously Random Hand have 
gone on to much bigger and better 
things and it's awesome to see them 
doing so well after they have worked 
so incredibly hard. Their mix of 
metal and ska is top quality and it's 
a pleasure to include them on this 
compilation. 


So, you may or may not know that I’m 
in Revenge Of The Psychotronic 
Man. We like to play fast, we like 
Zeke and The Steal and we like a bit 
of booze. Our track is called 'Booze 
Time’. It’s about drinking booze. We'll 
have a new album out in the summer 
and you should all buy it. 


Last year we released 'Bite The Hand 
That Feeds' by Rising Strike and it 
is absolutely incredible. The addition 
of a saxophone has really added to 
their sound and the album is so heavy. 
Their song-writing is so intelligent, 
both in terms of the unexpected twists 
and turns musically and in terms of 
the excellent lyrical content. They also 
put on gigs in Stoke. Their track on 
the compilation is the final track off 
the album and my personal favourite, 
‘Sane In Insane Places’. 


Playing a brand of upbeat Celtic 
influenced punk, The Roughneck 
Riot have developed into an amazing 
live band. European tours and high 
profile support slots have been very 
much deserved and the guys and 
girls also contribute loads to their 
local scene putting on some awesome 
gigs and helping to organise The 
Spannered Extreme Festival. A new 
album is on it’s way, which we are very 
much looking forward too. 


То 


If Beat The Red Light sound like Slayer 
doing  ska-core Stoke-On-Trent’s 
Sense Of Urgency are probably what 
Kid Dynamite doing ska would sound 
like. Joe O'Reilly is a live-wire front- 
man and their short blasts of hardcore 
fused ska are a real treat. l've been 
watching them live for years now 
and never been disappointed. A little 
known fact is that SoU actually played 
with my first band, McGraw... in the 
90s haha. 


Here is some TNS trivia for you. There 
are only four bands who have featured 
on all three TNS compilations. They 
are... The Kirkz, Faintest Idea, 
Revenge Of... and Sounds Of 
Swami. Sounds Of Swami play fast 
and technical Propaghandi-esque 
hardcore punk and are another 
band 1 have been watching for many 
years and never failed to enjoy. All 
their music is so well thought out 
and they are a great live band. Their 
compilation track 'Get Your Head' is 
a previously unreleased demo of a 
track off their album, which is being 
recorded later in the year and can not 
fail to be amazing. 


Stand Out Riot are another band I’ve 
seen develop from a band who always 
had immense potential and ability into 
one of the finest live acts lve ever 
seen. They have so much energy and 
everything is delivered impeccably 
well in a way that only musicians of 
this standard could manage. Their 
2011 ‘The Gentleman Bandits’ album 
is out on TNS and it is quite simply 
immense. It’s routed in ska-core, but 
with so many other influences that 
mean it defies genre classification. 


One of the bands I’m most excited 
about seeing play live this year is 
Copenhagen’s Stars Burn Stripes. 
They are also on 5FeetUnder and 
have also done a top quality split 7 
inch with Mighty Midgets. They play 
really impressive fast skate punk with 
really memorable choruses and vocal 
melodies. Their track ‘Bringing Back 
The Days’ was definitely one of my 
most played songs of 2011 and it’s an 
absolute pleasure to have it on this 
compilation. 


| like psychobilly when it’s done well, 
but so many psychobilly bands are 
one dimensional and a bit too slow. 
Neither of those things can be said 
about The X Ray Cat Trio, who | 
think are genuinely my favourite band 


ever in the genre. There is so much 
variety to their song-writing and a real 
energy throughout everything they 
do that really makes them stand out. 
Their track ‘Hail, Hail’ is an absolute 
belter and yet another indicator of 
the huge variety of sounds playing 
around the UK at the moment. They 
are also another Leeds band. The 
Leeds scene is incredibly healthy at 
the moment. 


And finally in my alphabetical rundown 
of TNS volume 3 are yet another 
Leeds band, Zapiain. Their album, 
'Jibberjabber' is fantastic. They play 
Leatherface-esque melodic punk, with 
great harmonies and really interesting 
subtleties to their sound, which means 
that they grow on you more and more 
with each listen. Their compilation 
track is called ‘Overrated’ and it’s 
the one that really stands out to me 
on their album so I'm really pleased 
they have given us the opportunity to 
release it as it's another track that's 
had very heavy play on my ipod. 


So there you go, a paragraph about 
each of the 42 bands on TNS volume 
3. It's in our opinion by far the best of 
our 3 compilations. Myself and Bev 
are so happy with the quality of the 
music we've managed to compile 
and we really hope you all like it as 
much as we do. We are fans of every 
single band. They all have individual 
releases and work incredibly hard for 
little or no financial gain. They are 
all so supportive of the underground 
music scene and so worthy of your 
support, so go to see them live, pick 
up their other releases and tell your 
friends about them. We know it means 
alot to them. 


This is also a collective release 
between TNS and all the bands 
involved. It simply could not have 
happened without their support. 


Compilations have always been a 
brilliant way to find great new music 
and with the hugely diverse range 
of sounds on offer here, we really 
think there will be something for 
everyone and really hope it provides 
an opportunity for some of you to find 
your new favourite band. 

Andy 
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Last issue | did a feature 
about autonomous community 
spaces in mainland Europe 
and how amazing they are. It 
would be so good to establish 
a similar type of place in 
Manchester and if everybody 
helps out it could soon become 
areality. A group of people have 
started making plans. | spoke to 
Paul about what they hope to 
do. Get involved! 


TNS) How did the idea for the 
Manchester Social Centre come 
about? What similar places 
influenced the idea? 

Paul) There are radical social 
centres up and down the country. 
For example there is The 1in12 in 
Bradford (well worth a visit, and are 
in need of support at the moment, 
http://1in12.com/ Im sure you'll 
know of this place. Some good 
punk gigs, past and present). 
There is also The Cowly Club in 
Brighton, The Sumac Centre in 
Nottingham, and other workers 
co-ops around the country such 
as Footprint in Leeds (they print 
zines) and News From Nowhere 
in Liverpool (Radical bookshop!). 
In the rest of Europe there is Kopi 
Berlin and Substanz Osnabruck — 
the list is long! 

To have a place where we can 
have gigs without heavy door 
prices, aggro bouncers, expensive 
drinks and a place where we can 
put films on and share ideas 
is really important. Most of the 
time councils are concerned 
with ticking boxes and collecting 
data. Most bars are concerned 


with maximising profit. We want 
a place that is motivated by a 
belief in freedom of expression, a 
celebration of resistance through 
action and art. 


TNS) What is the main ethos of 
the centre? 

Paul) A not-for-profit, volunteer 
run, non-hierarchical gesture of 
defiance against a violent and 
destructive system. A place for 
people to meet, somewhere that 
isn't governed by money, (you 
wont get kicked out for having the 
same brew for 2 hours!), a place 
to share, learn, drink brews and 
organise. Solidarity and mutual 
aid. 


TNS) What possible locations 
are there for the centre and 
when do you think it's likely to 
be open? 

Paul) We are not sure at the 
moment. We are looking for 
buildings on the outskirts of the 
city, Ancoats and some of south 
Manchester. It’s hard to come 
across affordable buildings in the 
city centre, so | guess the search 
continues. We wanted to be in 
a place by the start of summer 
but we don't have any fixed 
deadlines. Once we find the right 
building everything will make a bit 
more sense. 


TNS) How important do you 
think it is for Manchester to 
have a Social Centre and how 
can such projects benefit 
communities? 

Paul) Massively important. Since 
the closure of 'The Basement, 
Manchester hasn't had a ‘radical’ 
Social centre. At social centres 
we have visited they are able to 
put on things that fall outside of 
the ‘legitimate’ council funded 
projects, for example — language 
classes for undocumented 
migrants, skill shares, help 
and support for the squatting 
community, or just providing a 
free meeting space, a vegan meal 
or a cheap brew. Basically, filling 
the spaces where the council falls 
short. This is not an embodiment 
of David Cameron's ‘Big Society’, 
(although it sounds like it, pulling 


together and all that!). We are 
doing as we have always done, 
to tag an old 90s slogan – ‘People 
not profit’. Simple! 


TNS) What things are likely to 
take place at the centre once it 
is open? 

Paul) We hope that we will be able 
to afford to get a building which will 
allow us to put gigs on, a cafe, bar, 
meeting space, radical library and 
hopefully if we have space we'll 
be able to have a bike workshop 
and a recording studio. Big plans! 
If you look at the events hosted by 
the Okcafe — at okcafe.wordpress. 
com you can expect to see similar 
things. A lot will change when we 
get in there. It depends on the 
community setting, the building 
and the people who get involved. 


TNS) How can people get 
involved with the project both 
in the build up to it opening and 
once it is up and running? 

Paul) Go to the website and follow 
the link to ‘Get Involved’. If anyone 
has ideas for buildings/locations 
then just get in touch, www. 
manchestersocialcentre.com 


TNS) How can people donate to 
the project? 

We are totally dependant on 
donations. We were given a huge 
boost by the Okcafe. People from 
social centres as far as Germany 
(Substanz, Osnabruck) have 
donated money. The support 
has come from far and wide. At 
this point literally every penny 
counts. We will be putting a 
fundraiser on at the OKcafe on 
the 9th March with Black Star 
Dub Collective, Revenge Of The 
Psychotronic Man, Autonomads 
and Jezabellezza. But, if you want 
to donate online, again just head 
to the website and click ‘Donate’. 


TNS) Anything else you would 
like to add? 

Cheers to Bev and Andy for 
the interview and everyone for 
reading, getting involved, donating 
— See you soon! In the meantime 
get onto okcafe.wordpress.com 
Questions by Andy 

Answers by Paul 
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We are very pleased to 
introduce the latest band to 
join the TNSrecords family, 
Hated Til Proven. As way of an 
introduction we have asked 
them a few questions. Here is 
what they had to say. The new 
album will be out in late March/ 
early April. 


TNS) Can you introduce 
yourselves please? Who are you 
and what do you play? 

HTP) We are a 5 piece punk and 
Ska band based in Warrington in 
the North-West of England. We 
have Billy on leads vocals, Adam 
on guitar and backing vocals, 
Kieron on guitar and backing 
vocals, Mickey on bass and Craig 
on drums 


TNS) Can you give us a brief 
history of the band? 

HTP) The band started in the 
winter of 2008. Adam moved to 
the UK from the Isle of Man and 
wanted to start a punk band and 
got talking to Mickey in a local 
pub. He put him in touch with his 
cousin Craig who played drums. A 
few weeks of playing shit songs in 
Craig's garage and advertising on 
joinmyband.com we met Caitlin 
(from The Roughneck Riot) and 
Kieron who were both trying to 
start a band. Cait ending up joining 
Roughneck shortly after this and 
we got Kieron in on second guitar. 
Then we needed a bass player 
So Mickey decided to learn and 
he joined. We played around two 
years of mediocre gigs and then 
Adam went travelling for a while. 


After coming back we decided to 
get a singer in and that when Will 
joined and we started to kick on 
from there. 


TNS) How would you describe 
your sound and who do you take 
influence from? 

HTP) | suppose the most accurate 
way of describing the sound is 
fast and very loud! We have some 
elements of ska in our songs but 
Ра say our main style is fast punk 
taking influence from the likes of 
the Casualties, The Unseen, A 
Global Threat and Leftover Crack. 


TNS) There is a strong political 
and social message in the lyrical 
content of the songs. What 
themes do you cover lyrically? 
HTP) We try to cover as many 
themes as we can and the things 
that affect us on a day to day basis. 
Anti-fascism is a strong theme we 
concentrate on in songs such as 
‘Black Bloc’ and ‘Fuck the EDL’. 
Then there is ‘Media Control’ which 
is about the power the media 
has and the fact that until people 
stop buying the papers and stop 
watching the TV it will continue to 
have that power. Another message 
we try to portray is an anti-war 
message in songs like ‘Going to 
War’ and ‘1945’ (a song about 
the atomic bombs dropped т 
Japan) but then in case we get too 
heavy on the anti’s we have some 
funny songs about Christmas 
time pedophiles and washed up 
Australian criminals! 


TNS) You are pretty active 
politically, with involvement in 
things such as hunt sabotages. 
How important is it to live the 
political message rather than 
just singing about it? 

HTP) | think this is a massive point 
that gets overlooked by some 
bands and fans of punk rock. It’s 


all to easy to complain about things 
and sign online petitions but unless 
you take direct action and get in 
the faces of people causing the 
problems then you’re not going to 
get anywhere. Throughout 2011 
when we weren’t gigging we took 
action wherever we could at EDL 
marches, government protests and 
as you mentioned more recently 
fox hunts. It’s all too easy to sit 
on facebook and post inspiring 
pictures and complain but if you 
don’t get out and do something 
about these things then nothing is 
ever going to change. 


TNS) What are your favourite 
aspects of the UK music scene 
at the moment? 

HTP) We love gigging as much 
as possible and the willingness 
of bands to help out other bands 
is probably our favourite part of it. 
The scene is so tight and if you’re 
a friend of a friend then you're 
instantly welcomed in and made 
to feel at home where ever you go. 
Also the diversity of what is being 
played is brilliant, you can go to a 
gig and see punk, ska, metal, dub 
and dance bands all on the same 
bill, all with the same agenda and 
all having a laugh which can only 
be a good thing. Punk has moved 
on a lot since 1977 and rightly so! 


TNS) What can we expect from 
the album and what else do you 
have planned for 2012? 

HTP) Well our album has been 
3 years worth of music and 
gigging captured into the tracks 
So hopefully people can take 
something from it. It’s going to be 
fast, brutal and now people will 
actually be able to read what we 
are shouting at gigs! As for 2012 
once the album is released we 
intend to gig as much as possible 
for the first half of the year to 
promote the album before going 
on our first European tour and then 
continue writing new material and 
gigging the second half of the year. 


Questions: Andy 
Answers Hated Til Proven 
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Mixing dance music with 
punk rock can be so amazing 
when executed well and there 
are very few bands who do it 
better than From The Cradle 
To The Rave. The energy of the 
electronic sounds mixed with 
the aggression of punk makes 
the sound not only distinctive 
but also a real adrenalin rush. 
These are one of my favourite 
bands at the moment and they 
contributed an exclusive track 
to volume 3. It was great to be 
able to find out a bit more about 
what they are up to. 


TNS) Can you tell us a little 
bit about the band? When did 
you form and what are your 
influences? 

ЕТСТТА) We аге a 5 piece 
hardcore punk/ska/drum and bass 
soundclash based in Edinburgh. 
| write and produce all the shit at 
home in a DIY studio. l've been 
doing that since 08 and we came 
together as a band to do live shows 
in 2010. We've all been in bands 
and projects together before so it's 
been great to work together again 
and loads of fun working out the 
live shows. Influence wise I'm all 
over the place. On the punk side 
it's political ska-core in the vein 
of Choking Victim, Citizen Fish, 
Public Serpents, etc and on the 
dance side it's drum and bass in a 
darker vein like Black Sun Empire, 
Dom and Roland and Noisia. | 
really do love any genre as long as 
it has energy! 


TNS) Your mixture of dance/ 
beats with punk rock gives you 
a really interesting sound. How 
did you decide to mix your 
sound up in this way? 

FTCTTR) | grew up playing in punk 
bands while DJing and promoting 
a dnb/jungle/breaks night, then 
producing hip hop and ragga in 
Capitol 1212. Doing the C-Rave 
stuff was the next logical step for 


me actually, just a way | could 
take a bit from everything Га done 
before and mash it together. | lost 
count of the number of places Id 
DJ’ed and spoken with ravers after 
the night was finished who would 
spot my Capdown hoody or Bad 
Brains shirt and say they love punk 
too. | figured it was a common 
thing. The aggressive sounds and 
speed of drum and bass has a lot 
in common with punk. 


TNS) How does this affect your 
song-writing process? 

FTCTTR) It restricts in some ways, 
but opens up a whole load of ideas. 
Any genre, tempo or instrument is 
fair game which keeps things really 
interesting but it makes writing in 
the studio jamming it out as a band, 
something we've all done together 
in the past, near impossible. We 
want to write some more tracks in 
this way as it’s so organic but it'll 
most likely be released under a 
different name because the style 
will be so different. 


TNS) Does it mean you get to 
play a variety of different types 
of gigs? Does it ever create 
problems when booking gigs? 
FTCTTR) We haven't had too many 
problems yet with gigs other than 
the odd technical fuck up which 
is what happens when you add in 
laptops, turntables and midi haha! 
But it's all been really positive. 
We've been playing punk shows 
mainly and people have been so 
supportive. There's always the 
possibility that stepping away from 
the trad setup is not going to go 
down so well and that's fine, but 
we've only had wicked experiences 
and met some top notch folks! 


TNS) | hear you have done some 
remixes. Can you tell us about 
that? 

FTCTTR) Yeah, Гуе done two 
remixes under the C-Rave guise 
so far, one for the mighty Black 
Star Dub Collective and one for 
our fellow ravers [Pop]ulation! I 
love both these bands anyway 
so to be able to collaborate and 
contribute something towards their 
releases has been amazing! It's a 
different experience doing a remix 


but is refreshing, although nerve 
wracking hoping they will like what 
you come up with. It's loads of fun 
though and hopefully ГИ be working 
ona few more this year! Releases 
from Black Star Dub Collective and 
[Pop]ulation should be out this year 
so keep yer ears peeled! 


TNS) You’ve released two 
albums on Pumpkin Records. 
How did you come to work with 
them? 

FTCTTR) Haha yeah I’m Pumpkin 
for life! My old punk band My Own 
Religion toured with Matt and 
Bo Pumpkin in their band The 
Something Something’s in 2006, 
after meeting them and necking 
away a hell of a lot of Buckfast. 
We've been part of the family ever 
since haha! l've learnt a hell of a 
lot from those fuckers and have 
nothing but massive amounts of 
respect for them and the collective 
they've built. 


TNS) What do you have planned 
for 2012? 

FTCTTR) We're hitting the road 
in early June for a UK tour and 
are playing some shows up here 
in Scotland as part of Braindead's 
tour alongside Hated Til Proven. 
We love both of these bands as 
well so that should be a rinser! We 
have some tasty collabs underway 
with some amazing bands which 
might come out as free singles. 
We have a track on Pumpkin's 
Rudimentary Peni tribute comp, 
and of course one on the TNS 
vol 3 comp!! Aside from that I’m 
hoping to get stuck into the next 
LP! BRRRRAP! 


Questions: Andy 


TNSO18 is the collectively 
released Autonomads/Black Star 
Dub Collective split, which is 
brilliantly titled ‘From Rusholme 
With Dub’. We thought it would 
be nice to hear a bit more about 
the release from the bands, so | 
asked them both some (the same) 
questions. Here is what BSDC 
had to say. 


TNS) Can you please introduce 
yourselves? 

BSDC) BSDC are a group of people 
some of whom share a love of dub 
music and decided to try our luck at 
making some of our own tunes in 
that style. 


TNS) How would you describe 
your sound and influences? 

BSDC) We take our influence from 
different corners of reggae, dub 
and dancehall stylees. Our current 
favourites include Johnny Clarke, 
Ranking Dread, Nucleus Roots, 
Stand High Patrol, Yabby You and 
Capital Letters, so it’s a bit of a 
mash-up. Our sound is heavily dub 
orientated with deep drops and nice 
roots with strong vocal stylings. 


TNS) What sort of lyrical content 
do you cover? How important is 
the lyrical message of music and 
how can it influence other areas 
of yours/other peoples lives? 


BSDC) One of the collectives main 
aims when we started was to make 
sure all our lyrics were concerned 
with social and political issues 
and we aimed to keep the subject 
matters present, fresh and topical 
dealing with issues that are relevant 
to the here and now. We have 
talked a lot about how the Jamaican 
musicians used to put songs out 
about issues within days or weeks 
of them happening and we found 
this pretty inspiring. 

We feel that music is a direct force 
for change. Many of the members 
of BSDC were initially exposed to 
political ideas through music and 
reggae has always been a rebel 
sound so we thought we should 
carry this tradition on. We feel that 
even if it makes one or two people 
think about a certain issue it is 
more positive than no one asking 
questions. 


TNS) What influenced your 
decision to release a split? How 
do you think split releases benefit 
both bands? 

BSDC) Autonomads and BSDC 
are closely knit and play together 
a lot so it started being discussed 
between us. The name came first 
then we thought why not do a split 
as Autonomads had some songs 
that they wanted out on a separate 
release from their forthcoming 
album and we wanted to put an EP 
out so it made sense. 

It's good to do a split because it gets 
two bands a release out for the cost 
of one and also both bands can be 
exposed to new audiences that may 
have heard one but not the other. 


TNS) This is a collaborative 
release between a few labels. 
How important is it that labels 
and bands work together to 
release things collectively? 


TNSRECORDS DISTRO 


ALONGSIDE OUR OWN RELEASES, TNS NOW STOCK CDS/VINYL FROM A VARIETY OF AMAZING INDEPENDENT 
LABELS INCLUDING: 
DO THE DOG MUSIC, RED STAR 73, PUMPKIN, COMMUNITY, REBEL ALLIANCE, STIKMAN, PUNK SHIT, 


BSDC) Working together like this 
is one of the core themes of the 
DIY ethos. It makes sure that the 
band and the label are on the same 
page and ensures an egalitarian 
approach avoiding the labels taking 
control of a bands style/direction 
and finances, which can happen 
with larger labels. It also helps 
make connections and friends by 
collaborating with а number of 
different people helping the labels 
and bands grow together. 


TNS) Both bands are incredibly 
active in the music scene and 
with other linked projects such 
as OK Cafe and the Manchester 
Social Centre. How important is it 
for bands to become involved in 
things outside of simply playing 
in a band? 

BSDC) | guess both bands 
influences are not just music. 
We like to get involved in a lot of 
different ‘political’ struggles from 
animal rights groups to squatting. It's 
important to get involved in existing 
projects if you have the opportunity 
and start your own if not, because 
it's good to help honest movements 
grow fin a time when our political 
rights are being marginalised more 
and more everyday. 


TNS) And finally what do you 
have planned for 2012? 

BSDC) Toooo Much!!! 

Only joking we have lots of gigs 
booked and a few festivals in the 
summer including France with 
Autonomads in June. We are also 
working on new recordings and are 
going to do a few different cuts of a 
couple of tunes and hopefully get 
some dub versions of the ones on 
the split made by a few people! 
Exciting times. 

Much love 

BSDC XXX 


BFEETUNDER, RILREC, EHC, ANTI-POP, HORN AND HOOF, LOCKJAW, DISCONNECT DISCONNECT, SKA 
MUTINY, BOSS TUNAGE, ENTEZ ANOMICOS AND LOADS MORE. 
WE ALSO HAVE LOADS OF FANZINES AVAILABLE. 


IT'S ALL REALLY CHEAP SO PLEASE CHECK OUT TNSRECORDS.CO.UK 


Here is what Paul from the 
Autonomads had to say. 

TNS) Can you please introduce 
yourselves? 

Paul) We are Autonomads. We 
are really late with this interview 
so | (Paul) am answering for (and 
misrepresenting, possibly) all! The 
silent parties here are Beanie, 
lain, Elliot, Robbie. No surnames 
here due to fear of investigation for 
possible tax evasion... (yeah right.) 


TNS) How would you describe 
your sound and influences? 

Paul) It’s quite difficult to come 
up with a comprehensive list. We 
listen to loads of different stuff. We 
generally jam around and just come 
up with whatever sounds alright. 
Which is quite dangerous when you 
consider how much nineties pop we 
listen to in the van! Hmm... Anyway, 
our sound could be likened to stuff 
in the free-festi tradition like RDF, 
РАЛ.М, AOS3, IT!, and definitely 
Anarcho stuff, Crass et al. Also, lots 
of folk (Dick Gaughan, check him 
out!) reggae, dub, then stuff like (but 
not limited to) Propagandhi. And 
beyond music too, passion, politics 
and DIY! 


TNS) What sort of lyrical content 
do you cover? How important is 
the lyrical message of music and 
how can it influence other areas 
of yours/other peoples lives? 
Paul) We tick all the boxes, 
Supermarkets, voting (or not) 
animal/human liberation, the earth 
and the divine forces of nature, the 
job centre, theft and the annihilation 
of capitalist social relations. It’s 
important. If | hadn't got that 
Propagandhi CD when | was 15, 
God only knows. I'm sure the others 
would say something similar. 


TNS) What influenced your 
decision to release a split? How 


can splits potentially benefit both 
bands? 

Paul) Well, | guess its expensive to 
get a record out, so sharing costs is 
a good reason. It also gets to twice 
as many people. It can be a really 
good idea to do a split with a band 
from another country. That way, 
they can visit you/promote you at 
their gigs, and you can do the same. 
Mutual aid! 


TNS) This is a collaborative 
release between a few labels. 
How important is it that labels 
and bands work together to 
release things collectively? 

Paul) Again, | guess there's practical 
reasons, like distribution (if you 
have 5 labels from UK, US, France 
etc, then your record is instantly 
available in several different 
countries). For us, it's important that 
we still own the recording. Luckily 
the labels we have worked with 
allow us to do this. A mutual respect 
exists between labels and bands 
and nobody is trying to make any 
money. (It's impossible, believe me!) 


TNS) Both bands are incredibly 
active in the music scene and 
with other linked projects such 
as OK Cafe and the Manchester 
Social Centre. How important is it 
for bands to become involved in 
things outside of simply playing 
in a band? 

Paul) It's up to the bands and the 
people in the bands | guess. We 
just write about things that we 
experience, and it's our way of 
expressing and communicating the 
way we feel. Music can be a way 
of carrying a message and this has 
been done throughout history from 


trad folk through to reggae and 
Crass! Music can be inspiring and 
life changing. To use a quote from 
Brecht via Dick Gaughan "Art is not 
a mirror to reflect the world, but a 
hammer with which to shape it." 
Then again, art/music alone will not 
change anything. So yeah we'd love 
to have more people helping out with 
projects, but | guess its important to 
base your struggle in your own life. 
For some of us squatting matters 
because its the difference between 
having a roof over your head or not. 
We don't claim that it's a solution 
to the worlds problems, it's just a 
reaction to a situation we have found 
ourselves in. Speaking for myself, 
it's important to learn about the 
nature and origin of oppression we 
experience, and react in accordance 
with it, that's all. So yeah, we 
challenge those who claim they 
can resolve problems with a ballot 
box, those who make and enforce 
arbitrary laws, those who squander 
and sell off the worlds resources 
(which belong to everyone by right 
of birth!). Politics happens in life, not 
parliament, No Borders, death to 
capitalism. So yeah. Come and help 
at the cafe! Got carried away there. 


TNS) And finally what do you 
have planned for 2012? 

Pau) We have the split with 
Blackstar out April 1st (release gig 
€ Kraak MCR). Then a new album 
late 2012, hopefully. We are on tour 
with Disco Oslo in May (Check ‘em 
out!). A tour of Germany in late May, 
France and Ireland in June, Holland 
in September, a few festivals and 
loads of other gigs around and 
about. 


THS018: Autonomads/Black Star 
Dub Collective: From Rusholme 
With Dub is available now from 
www.tnsrecords.co.uk 


One of the best things about 
running TNS is finding out 
about so many new labels and 
getting the chance to work with 
them. One such label is Entez 
Anomicos, based in Germany. 
Releasing a mix of punk, thrash 
and hardcore, amongst other 
things, their founder Carlos 
also runs a fanzine, a distro and 
a podcast. It was great to hear 
a bit more about what he does. 


TNS) Can you please tell us a 
little bit about the label? How 
did it start, what sort of music 
do you release and what is the 
main ethos of the label? Also 
where are you based? 

Carlos) Entes Anomicos as a 
record label started in 1997 
and honestly it wasn’t anything 
that | planned to do. One year 
previously | had started making 
a zine and in the first issue there 
was an interview with a very 
young band. They were really cool 
guys and the music was a mix 
between grunge and some proto 
punk. | became good friends with 
the singer. We used to hang out 
at his house, listening to music, 
reading zines and just chilling. 
These guys wanted to put out a 
demo tape but didn't know how 
exactly to do that. Because | was 
involved with the Lima scene for 
a couple of years | knew a lot of 
people and | was thinking why not 
expand the zine into a label and 
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distro. So | released the tape of 
these guys. My sister helped me 
with the cover artwork (at the time 
she was studying design) and we 
put out 50 copies and all were 
sold. 


| started to trade with other labels 
and | got the chance to know more 
bands interested іп releasing 
their stuff with me. The music the 
label put out is mainly hardcore 
punk and all it’s sub-genres and 
also indie rock. | once released a 
country band and recently an old 
School salsa combo. 

For me it is very important that the 
lyrics of the band say something 
intelligent and honest and that 
they really believe in what they 
are doing. 

Entes Anomicos started in Lima, 
Peru. After few years | went to 
Germany to live, where | stayed 
for almost 5 years. After that | 
came back to Peru, where | stayed 
for 2 years and for the last 8 years 
| have been living in Germany 
again, this time in a different town 
to the first time. 


TNS) You also run a fanzine 
and radio show. Can you tell us 
about these? How important are 
they in helping the label? 

Carlos) As | said in the first 
question the first thing that came 
out as Entes Anomicos was the 
zine. | started to go to punk and 
hardcore shows in my town by the 
end of 1995 and had a great time. 
It was good to be able to know a 
completely different world and 
what was also a strange world to 
me. After that | discovered what 
zines were and | started to write 
for one. After a few months | 
decided to put out the first issue 
of Entes Anomicos zine, which 
was about columns, poems and 
interviews. The radio show started 
not so long ago. Maybe 2 years? 
It was because | wanted to share 
with everybody my passion for 
music. On the radio show | play 
hardcore and punk but also twee, 
jangle, indie, dark and dream-pop. 
| see Entes Anomicos as a whole 
but also each part of this project 


has it's own space and personality. 
That said, | don't use these parts 
of the project as direct help for 
the label. Sure now and then 
for example the zine will do an 
interview with a band on the label 
or | put some ads about the distro 
or label, but it is not exclusive to 
do promotion of the bands on 
Entes Anomicos Recs. 


TNS) On your site you talk about 
being a 'trade only' label. How 
does this work? How do you 
fund putting out the releases in 
the first place? 

Carlos) | was playing with the idea 
of making the label a ‘trade only’ 
label a few years back and the 
main reason is because for me it 
is more interesting to get stuff from 
everywhere and the best way to 
get it is doing trades. | wanted to 
keep Entes Anomicos as a project 
where | don’t need to worry if | 
make enough money or not. Sure 
there are not many underground 
record labels that get a lot of 
money but in my case | was like | 
don’t want to fight with payments, 
paypals, bank accounts, etc. The 
way | put out releases is quite 
easy and | use two ways to do it: 
1) | do co-releases so | get the 
exactly the amount of records | 
know | want or that | can trade for 
not too much money. For the band 
it is the best way to get their stuff 
rolling in a lot of places. 

2) | used to go to Peru once a year 
and things there that in comparison 
with Germany are quite cheap, so 
1go there to visit family and friends 
but | use the chance to go to 
duplication companies and press 
the stuff. After that | put everything 
in my suitcase and take it all back 
home. Believe me, every time | 
pray that in the airport | don't get 
caught for having 600 CDs plus 
artwork hehe. 


TNS) If you could release an 
album for any band in the world 
(past or present) who would it 
be? 

Carlos) The first one would be 
Bad Religion. This was the band 
with who | started to listen to punk. 


‘Stranger than Fiction’ blew my 
mind! And the other one would 
be Cocteau Twins 'Heaven or 
Las Vegas'. You cant go wrong 
with this band, come on! Her 
voice is just heaven!!! 


TNS) How do you find the 
bands on your label? They 
seem to be from all over the 
world, which is really cool. 

Carlos) Honestly, I’m very happy 
that the label is able to support 
bands from all over the world 
and this is the cool thing about 
a medium that can help bands 
to spread their music and ideas. 
Sometimes I'm surfing on the net 
and | find a band that | just really 
like so then | write an email and 
get in touch with them and after 
that, we figure out if is possible to 
work together. Sometimes bands 
get in touch with me and send 
me their music to see if there is 
а chance to work out a release 
or not. This happens mostly with 
the co-release stuff that | put out. 


TNS) And finally, what does 
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the label have coming up in 
2012? 

Carlos) Plans for this year are 
the release of : 


* Paroximia (Hardcore band from 
Peru) 

* La Orquesta EI Macabeo (Old 
School Salsa from Puerto Rico) 
* Rabies & Sasu (Crust from 
Poland) 

* Revenge Of The Psychotronic 
Man (Fast punk from the UK) 

* Los Hermanos De La Mente 
Furiosa (Hardcore from 
Argentina) 

* Anfo (Crustcore from Peru) 

* En Contra De Todo (Hardcore 
from Colombia) 

* Terokal (Crustcore from USA) 

* Nueva Direccion (Hardcore 
from Peru) 


Also, l'm working on Entes 
Anomicos £ 14 and the other 
4 zines I’m doing, making a 
monthly radio show, updating 
weekly a review blog of music 
and zines. As you see | have a 
lot on but | can't imagine me not 


RECORDING 


doing that....Entes Апотісоѕ 
started when i was 16 and now 
I'm almost 34!!! You could say | 
found the way | wanted to live 
my life :) 


Questions by Andy 
Answers by Carlos 


www.freewebs.com/entecito/ 
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EMOLUTION Must a matter of tiie 


One ofthe bestalbums l've heard 
in recent years is ‘Weapons Of 
The Weak' by German band, 
BrainDead. They mix things up 
between dub, ska-core, punk, 
and thrash in a really exciting 
way. They are heading to the UK 
this month and we'll be involved 
with collectively releasing a 7 
inch vinyl very soon. | spoke to 
Yannig about the tour and the 
band. 


TNS) Hi, can you introduce 
yourselves and tell us a little bit 
about BrainDead? 

Y) Hello, I’m Yannig, | play Bass 
guitar and do vocals in BrainDead. 
We're a three-piece  skacore/ 
punk/dub band from Hamburg, 
Germany. We've been playing as 
a band since 2001, although the 
band history is a bit mixed up. 
We had some breaks and a line- 
up changes. The current line-up 
has been active since early 2007. 
We have released some demos, 
an early full length that we don't 
like to talk about, a split CD and 
most recently the first full length 
with the current line-up, which 
was released in October 2010 on 
Pumpkin Records amongst others. 
We wanted to answer these 
questions collectively but that 
turned out to be rather difficult, so 
these are just my personal views 
on things. Although no one in the 
band disagreed with anything | 
said, it’s not a collective effort. 


TNS) You are coming to the 
UK soon. How have your 
experiences touring the UK 
been and how does it differ from 
playing in Germany? 

Y) We'll be touring partly with 
Luvdump from Norwich and 
partly with Hated Till Proven from 
Warrington throughout France and 
the UK in March. It's our third time 
visiting the UK, although the first 
time we just played two gigs on 
our way to Ireland. So it's going 
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to be the second proper UK tour. 
We like coming to the UK because 
people are very enthusiastic about 
the type of music we play and 
the gigs usually turn out good 
for us. It’s good to see so many 
people enjoying and seemingly 
understanding what we're about. 
A lot of bands that inspired us 
are from the UK, so we feel that 
somehow we belong there music- 
wise. In Germany we get a jaded, 
bored audience more often than 
not... Ska and reggae aren't very 
popular inside the punk/HC scene 
over here, and especially so in the 
politically active part of the scene 
that we feel most at ease in. Of 
course we get good support from a 
couple of people over here as well, 
but all in all it’s easier and more 
satisfying to tour the UK for us. 
That being said, Germany has a 
very active and well organized 
DIY structure that makes it very 
comfortable to tour over here. 
You get (mostly legalized) squats 
or similar free spaces in every 
other city, with sleeping places in 
the building. You get fed well and 
enough drinks to get you through 
the evening, usually a breakfast 
included and enough money to 
pay for petrol and other costs. 
Especially the last point was a 
real struggle for us the last time 
we went to the UK. We played 
door deals all the time and that 
just didn't work out at all! We're 
definitely not in a punk band to get 
rich, but coming home deep in debt 
sucks. We are still paying that last 
trip off. But the gigs were all really 
great and we met a lot of lovely 
people in England, so we we're 
eager to come back. 

Besides that, we really enjoy the 
amount and tastiness of Veggie 
foods in the UK!! Redwood foods 
are the best in vegan sausage! 


TNS) You'll have a brand new 7 
inch record for the tour. Can you 
tell us about that please? 

Y) Yeah, we'll have a Dub 7" out 
for the tour! For a long time I’ve 
had the idea of remixing some of 
the album songs in a dub fashion, 
in the style of late 70's/early 80's 
UK punk bands to be more precise. 
They all had Dub versions of some 
of their songs at the time. Our song 


‘City Of Transgression’ was the 
most obvious choice to start with, 
being the most reggae-ish vocal 
track on the album. So while | 
was fooling around with that track 
we figured we could get it done 
in time for the UK tour and so we 
put in some extra hours. We had a 
leftover instrumental track from the 
Weapons Of The Weak recording 
sessions that went onto the B-Side. 
Those two songs entitled 'Dub Of 
Transgression’ and ‘Dub Comes 
Due’ will be released on a label 
called “Dub Evolution” that we 
made up for the occasion and 
distributed by TNSrecords and 
Pumpkin Records in the UK, Mass 
Prod and Maloka in France, as well 
as Antikoerper-Export in Germany. 
And of course, it will be sold at 
shows by us. 


TNS) Your album was released 
on Pumpkin Records in the 
UK and other labels such as 
5FeetUnder elsewhere. How 
important is this collaborative 
way of releasing music? How 
did you come to work with the 
labels? 

Y) When we started working 
on the album we didn’t know if 
anyone wanted to release it, but 
we wanted to spread the album 
as far as possible. So we just went 
and sent a lot of emails to a lot of 
different labels from everywhere in 
Europe. Besides good distribution 
in Germany it was very important 
for us to have a label in the UK 
and France, being countries whose 
punk scenes receive our style of 
music rather well. We also have 
labels in Denmark and Russia, but 
I'm not really sure how that came 
about to be honest. We have also 
been in contact with labels in the 
US and Canada but somehow that 
never happened. Anyway, we were 
very lucky and | feel honoured to 
have some of the most active DIY 
labels in Europe releasing our 
records. Actually, from all the mails 
we sent, we got to work with the 
labels that | was most hoping for! 
| think it is a good way to spread 
our music and ideas throughout 
Europe. We never felt confined 
to playing Germany, we've been 
an internationally active band for 
years, so it was a natural choice to 


find labels in different countries. At 
the same time. It’s a good way to 
Split costs for all parties involved. 
It's a way of working that is very 
common in what we should call 
the "crust scene", but hasn't yet 
jumped across to other styles 
enough. We just copied that idea of 
splitting production and distribution 
from all these crust records that 
have like 12 different label logos 
on the backcover. The difference 
is that our labels logos don't have 
skulls and bullets in them, but fish 
and jaguars and pumpkins instead. 


TNS) The thing | find most 
interesting about your sound is 
the variety. Sometimes you play 
really fast music and sometimes 
you play dub tracks. How do you 
go about writing your material 
and did you consciously decide 
to mix up the genre's you play? 
Y) | think that evolution came 
about naturally, as our own 
personal tastes were changing 
over time. We've been existing 
as a band for a long time and 
Braindead anno 2012 is the result 
of a long mutual evolution. At the 
beginning, we were just playing 
US-style ska-core, really close to 
bands like Assorted Jelly Beans, 
Against All Authority or Operation 
Ivy. All the other influences came 
into the mix over the years, 
mostly unconsciously, mimicking 
bands that were important for us 
at the time a particular song was 
written, or that had make a big 
impression on us after we saw a 
particular gig (as was the case with 
F-Minus or Dub Trio, to name some 
examples). But at some point we 
knew what we were doing, which 
styles we could and wanted to play 
in this combination of individuals 
that we are and since then we kind 
of think in certain categories. We 
do make conscious decisions like 
saying ‘We need another ska-core 
song to round this off’ or ‘We can’t 
include yet another style, let’s stick 
to the 5 different styles we play 
now’. So we do make conscious 
choices of course, and try to finda 
balanced mix of the styles we play, 
but we ended up doing what we are 
doing because of a process that 
was initially very chaotic. 


TNS) You put on gigs in Hamburg 
yourselves. How important is it 
for bands to be actively involved 
with the scene in this way? 

Y) For us it is a hobby that we've 
been doing for even longer than 
the band has existed. We do it 
for fun, and because we like the 
idea of a non-commercial DIY 
scene linked to political counter 
culture. At the same time | think 
that variety is more important 
than pure quantity. For example, 
there's a lot of punk bands AND 
the audience for it throughout 
Germany and Europe, but 
promoters for straightforward punk 
rock are getting very, very rare, at 
least around here. It's getting hard 
to book a tour as a non-hardcore 
band, even for bigger names. At 
the same time, even smaller cities 
will have 3 or more promoters/gig 
collectives that put on exactly the 
same style of music (HxC that is... 
with the mandatory X). These little 
short-lived trends inside the scene 
annoy me so much. A few years 
back it was all crust, then it was 
all these new school HC bands, 
right now it's all Doom/Sludge/ 
Fall Of Efrafa rip off. Don't get me 
wrong, | personally love some of 
those styles and bands involved, 
but most of these people, artists 
and promoters, are probably not 
even aware of the extent to which 
they are contributing to a cultural 
uniformation, to a trend-formation 
in general. | always thought punk 
should be about diversity! But 
of course, it is somewhat short- 
sighted to blame those that are 
already doing something. Im 
totally fine with people supporting 
what they like and getting active 
in that. It’s all these bands that 
don't get places to play, that 
have problems getting a full tour 
booked and all the punks that 
suddenly don't have shows to go 
to anymore. They should get off 
their asses and DO something. It 
is very easy, especially over here 
with the good structures we have 
as described above. There is a 
definite lack of DIY culture in some 
parts of the punk scene, a lot of 
people who just consume, who 
think our structures just fell into our 
laps and take them for granted. 

So as a gig collective, without 


wanting to sound too boastful, we 
try to enrich the local scene by 
putting on bands that otherwise 
would probably not find a place to 
play in Hamburg. Sometimes we 
get 20 people, sometimes 150, 
but what counts to us is keeping 
the scene alive and moving and 
not just following trends, as well 
as using and supporting the local 
non-commercial/anti-capitalist 
structures. 

So to answer your question: | don't 
think it is absolutely important that 
every band does this kind of thing 
if it doesn't actually contribute to 
an enrichment of their local scene. 
№ they're just gonna do what 
hundreds of others are already 
doing, nobody needs that, sorry. 
But of course, DIY only lives 
because a lot of people are putting 
a lot of effort and energy into this 
and it is absolutely important that 
this will go on. There are a lot of 
examples of cities in which not only 
the punk scene, but often the major 
part of counter culture activity died 
out after a group of people stopped 
being active, thus failing to give 
the scene a place and occasion 
to gather, meet, discuss, have fun 
together, etc. 


TNS) What else do you have 
planned for 2012? When can we 
expect a new album? 

Y) We are working on new songs. 
It's coming on rather slowly for a 
variety of reasons, but we plan 
to record new material later this 
year and have it out as soon as 
possible. | don't know what it's 
going to be. It started out as an EP 
that was going to be called 'Carved 
Into Stone', but now I think we have 
enough material and ideas for an 
entire album. Although it won't be 
as long as the last one, it will still 
be longer than what most bands 
call an album today, i.e. more than 
17 minutes playing time. It will not 
be a radical change in sound, but 
instead of cramming 5 songs into 
one, we tried to keep the ideas a 
little more apart this time. But all in 
good time... 


Questions by Andy 
Answers by Yannig 
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REVIEWS 


Although the columns pages 
may suggest otherwise, we are a 
pretty positive bunch here at TNS, 
especially when it comes to our 
music. Therefore we only review 
things we like. If you want to read 
reviews written by people slagging 
off somebody elses pride and joy 
there are plenty of places to do just 
that, so read those publications. 
We however, prefer to spread the 
word about the things we enjoy. So 
if you sent something in for review 
and it's not here, maybe it's just 
not our thing. Alternatively it could 
still be in the ever growing pile of 
music we've been sent and still not 
got through. 

The address for reviews is below, 
but please be aware of the review 
policy before sending stuff: 
17 Heywood Road, Prestwich, 
Manchester M25 1FB 

We do some digital reviews if it 
is of a full release with artwork. 
We believe that the artwork is an 
essential part of any release so 
don’t send us releases without it. 


Copasetics – The Stark 
Comprehension Of Life In The 
Final State Of Decay 

This debut EP is so chilled out it’s 
almost dub rather than ska and it’s 
done well. The songs are relatively 
simple and so stripped down of clutter 
that it makes the listening experience 
quite refreshing. The brass section 
is a fine addition and compliments 
the melodies perfectly. It’s hard not 
to compare this to the likes of The 
Skints or the mellower side of Jaya 
The Cat as this would be the perfect 
soundtrack to summer, it’s already 
warmed up my February! 

Dave 


Darko – Darko E.P. 

The first drum beat announces 
the start of the verse on first track 
'We Are Here' on Darko's EP. With 
barely enough time to breath, chorus 
follows verse in quick succession. 
Hey, might as well start as you 
mean to go on. There is a lot of fret 
board work involved in these well 
crafted songs which border on the 
'metal' side of music, which brings 
nostalgic memories of late nineties/ 
early noughties era punk in the vain 
of Strung Out or Slick Shoes. 'Knives' 
is the stand track out for me as the 
gang vocals easily give it sing-a-long 


potential. 
Dave 


Death Job - Short Fuse (Bruce 
Leek) 

Ridiculously fast hardcore punk rock 
and 10 songs that fit on a 7 inch 
vinyl. | think ГИ be having some of 
that. Doing an album that fits on a 7 
inch can only be a good thing. If you 
like fast music you really should be 
owning this. It’s on vinyl, but it comes 
with a CD so no excuses for the anti- 
vinyl crew. These guys also keep that 
touch of melody that doesn’t sacrifice 
the aggression of the sound but does 
give each track that bit of individuality 
that prevents it all sounding the same. 
This is right up my street and comes 
highly recommended. Brilliant stuff. 
Andy 


The Great St Louis - In Your Own 
Time (Boss Tunage/JSNTGM) 

TNS regulars will be familiar with 
Bolton’s Great St Louis as they’ve 
played a few TNS gigs over the years. 
Indeed track 3 from this album, ‘Safe’ 
appeared on our vol. 2 compilation. 
If you like the whole Leatherface 
inspired gruff punk sound there are 
very few who execute it better than 
these guys. They add a bit more 
aggression and a lot more pace to 
the sound than most, which is typified 
by ‘Don’t Ask’. The well thought out 
subtleties in the song writing ensure 
that the tracks grow on you with 
each listen. There are some great 
vocal melodies throughout and this is 
another fine release from a very good 
band. 

Andy 


Inner Terrestrials - Tales of Terror 

Back in 2009 the Inner Terrestrials 
whetted everyone’s appetites by 
releasing an excellent four song pre- 
release EP to ‘Tales of Terror’. After 
3 years of anticipatory salivating, 
the album is finally ready and it was 
definitely worth the wait. It’s hard 
to believe that their first LP iT! was 
released sixteen ago in 1996 but 
the Inner Terrestrials have remained 
impressively faithful to their original 
sound. Satisfyingly thick distortion 
sandwiches prickly ska on nearly 
every track and the album is 
peppered with welcome descents into 
the experimental realms of dub. Jay 
has a real knack for fiddling about 
with upstrokes, managing to squeeze 
in quirky flourishes and cheeky slides 
which keep chord sequences lively 


and interesting. Fran and Paco keep 
everything in check, providing solid 
bass and pounding drums throughout 
the album. Aside from “Battlefield” 
which features Jay’s haunting tin 
whistle and Cheggers’ bouzouki, the 
band’s folk influences are perhaps 
less overt than they were in iT! with 
“Free the Land” or X with “Mountain 
Of Led”. Tales of Terror does however 
maintain a fairly healthy balance 
between the more hardcore and 
the lighter songs. “Run Tings” is 
cheerful, despite its dour subject 
of social control, and is sprinkled 
with soundbytes, while the choppy 
distorted upstrokes of “Progress” 
are guaranteed to get any crowd 
skanking furiously. “Heaven’s Wrath” 
is possibly my favourite track which 
glides effortlessly between hardcore 
punk, dub and ska and is everything 
an Inner Terrestrials track should 
be: angry, dubby and thoroughly 
stompable. 

| remember first hearing Jay’s 
distinctive vocals on Suicide Bid's 
"When Morning Comes", crammed 
in between Babar Luck and Johnny 
One Lung, and they were the reason 
why | started to explore the Inner 
Terrestrials in the first place. ‘Tales 
of Terror' perfectly captures their 
unsettled, miserable quality which 
is as if Jay is singing through a 
sigh; accentuated by downtrodden 
harmonies in the fantastic "Law 
Dealers" and  punctuated with 
contrasting gruff, angry snarls in 
“Dark Scar”. The lyrics are brimming 
with political disdain; passionately 
decrying outmoded laws, speaking 
out against the UK’s dubious foreign 
policy and rejecting aspects of 
society few have barely questioned. 
Environmentally conscious songs 
such as “Progress” reinforce the Inner 
Terrestrials’ deep concern regarding 
man’s relation to the land; an issue 
explored in earlier releases in tracks 
such as “Earth Must” and “Middle 
Oak”. Despite its bleak subject matter, 
‘Tales of Terror’ contains subtle 
messages of solidarity together with 
a rationale for change, encouraging 
people to stand up for themselves 
in order to make a difference. The 
Inner Terrestrials have well and truly 
delivered on their latest release; 
inspiring, triumphing and making you 
want to have a bloody good dance as 
well. 

‘Tales of Terror’ is available to buy 
from the Inner Terrestrials online store 
for £8. Make sure you catch the Inner 


Terrestrials headlining the Relentless 
Garage on Saturday 21st April with 
support from The Filaments, Suicide 
Bid and Jakal. 

Leo Harvey 


The Magnificent - Bad Lucky 
(JSNTGM) 

This is a very well played and 
written blast of punk n’ roll, which 
draws comparison to the likes of 
Bad Religion, The Down and Outs 
(Mark Magill actually contributes 
some vocals) and celebrates the 
spirit of The Clash. The ten tracks 
on offer here are consistently strong 
with some memorable choruses and 
well executed melodies. With lyrical 
content as diverse as the decline of 
society and err, playing squash they 
certainly have something to say. 
There is also a bit of a 90s Britrock 
sound, with a nod towards 3 Colours 
Red in final track ‘King Of The Denim 
Jacket’. Regular readers will not be 
surprised to hear that I’m a bigger fan 
of the faster more aggressive tracks 
such as the ‘Out Come The Wolves’ 
era Rancid-esque ‘Working Men’s 
Club (Part 3)’, but the whole CD is 
well worthy of your time if you are into 
any of the bands I’ve mentioned іп 
this review. 

Andy 


Opposition Rising - 
Aftermathematics 

Boston based Opposition Rising 
are one of the latest additions to 
the increasingly impressive roster 
of bands now calling Riot Ska 
Records home. Despite only forming 
in December 2010, the band are 
hardly strangers to the Boston DIY 
punk scene, featuring members from 
the legendary Toxic Narcotic and 
Mouth Sewn Shut, who have been 
bringing the noise in one form or 
another, for over twenty years. From 
the very first track of their debut LP 
‘Aftermathematics’, its plain these 
punks haven’t mellowed or grown 
soft on the system. Gruff angry vocals 
are bellowed brutally at the mic whilst 
heavy distorted bass and guitar supply 
relentless hardcore with a satisfyingly 
metallic edge. The later songs “Debt 
Sentence”, which condemns the 
economic shackles of capitalism, 
and “Destination Apocalypse” which 
decries the eschatological farces 
we have grown so accustomed to in 
recent years, carry a strong offbeat 
beneath the heavy distortion and 
will no doubt be live favourites. The 


overall tone of the record is one of 
ruthless social commentary and 
the band are unafraid to tackle the 
bigger issues with intelligent lyrics, 
as well as catchy choruses and their 
own brand of thoroughly thrashable 
hardcore. With tours of the US and 
the UK planned for 2012, Opposition 
Rising are definitely ones to watch out 
for this year. 

‘Aftermathematics’ is available to 
buy from Riot Ska Records on Eerie 
Swamp Green Vinyl and can also 
be downloaded for free from the 
Opposition Rising website. 

Their song “The Rich Are Killing The 
Poor” also recently featured on the 
recent 22 track Riot Ska compilation 
‘Aceh: 10 Days Strong Mixtape’, 
released in solidarity with the 64 
punks of Aceh who were unjustly 
persecuted. 

Leo Harvey 


The Supervisors – ‘Supervising the 
Industry’ (5FeetUnder) 

From the bat these guys really bring 
you in. They’re great songs writers. 
It's nothing massively original within 
the genre but it is all done really well. 
The vocalist seriously hits the spot 
and it’s not over aggressive for a fast 
band, but it’s not too singy either. It 
sits with the instruments really well 
too. There are some really cool 
NOFXesque guitar parts, which stand 
them apart from sounding too like 
Strung Out etc, etc. The influences 
appear clear and if you’re into your 
tech — skate-punk/melodic-hardcore 
then you can’t go far wrong with this 
CD. Artwork/CD layout is really nice 
too so it ticks all the boxes! 

Ed Hall 


Templeton Pek — Slow Down For 
Nothing 

This latest release by Templeton 
Pek sounds epic as, in some cases, 
they have tried to blend orchestral 
soundscapes with their guitars which 
has this sounding more pop than 
punk. Track one ‘Signs’ sets the 
tone with its stop/start - fast /slow 
verse which never really gets going, 
| find this a little frustrating and has 
me reaching for the skip button. 
Templeton Pek are good at what they 
do but this collection of songs sound 
like a bunch of latter day Rise Against 
b-sides. If that’s your thing then 
you’re on to a winner. Its just 10 years 
too late for me. 

Dave 


KIDISFIREWORKS - ‘Mount 
Cleverest 

I'm not sure who these guys remind 
me of... It's so fucking cool though. 
The vocals really give this band their 
own brand. The way the band arrange 
their parts is much more mature than 
a lot of bands who attempt a similar 
vein of music. When you think you've 
got the idea with their general sound 
they manage to mix it up. It's really 
impressive and quite fresh so wrap 
your ears around it, especially if 
you're enjoying the new wave of 
melodic punk in the UK. 

Ed Hall 


THIS ARE U.K. SKA (Do The Dog) 
No.4 

This CD seriously epitomises the 
peak of UK underground ska, minus 
some exceptions of bands who hone 
a heavier take on ska. And the CD 
looks really cool! With a total running 
time of an hour and 10 minutes it is 
the perfect driving CD. Smash her 
in and let it roll. | started listing out 
the stand out bands but it became 
pointless when the vast majority of 
the tracks were getting a mention. 
Which is only testament to the quality 
of the CD. Very much a 'says what it 
does on the tin' so if you like ska you 
will like this. 

Ed Hall 


Wonk Unit - ...Saved My Life 

I've heard a lot about this band 
without actually hearing them until 
now. A lot of people sing their praises 
so | was really happy to receive 
this. I’m pleased to report that it's 
great, although not really what | 
was expecting. It’s a sort of more 
aggressive incarnation of early Green 
Day. There is a hint of The Queers 
and the vocalist reminds me of the 
guy from Billy Talent (particularly 
on ‘Singing At The Seaside’). I’m 
thoroughly enjoying the 16 tracks on 
offer and they are officially added 
to my list of bands to check out live. 
As always | prefer the faster more 
aggressive tracks on offer such as 
‘Back Of The Van’, which also offers 
some vocal melodies comparable to 
Morrissey. The trashy Hives-esque 
punk of ‘The Places’ is also belting. 
‘Running’ was also catchy as fuck and 
deserves a mention. 

Good stuff all round! 

Andy 
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Snapping Turtle Pressisov 
poetry zine dedicated to writing and illustration, put 
together with glue, staples and a photocopier (and 
a bucketful of love). So far we have Issue 1 and 2, 
'Collecting Various Poets' and 'The Unkettleables', 
a tongue-in-cheek guide on how to escape a police 
kettle (each costing a mere 50p). 


Poems range from the funny to the meaningful to 
the bizarre. We will be looking for submissions for 
Issue 3 very soon, so check out www.facebook.com/ 
snappingturtlepress for more information and how to 
get a copy. Henry Raby 


Poetry is in the Streets 

(By Henry Raby) 

Poetry is in the streets, we put it there under the 
cover of a radiant darkness when no one was 
looking. 

We hope you will notice if only slightly. 

Action is a creation and we acted like men and 
women on a daredevil mission with a glint of menace 
in our eyes. 

We hope you clocked it, if only momentarily. 

We'll catch you when you fall if you give us the 
chance, but we're not watching you all the time so 


be sure to let us know. 

We don't really want to watch you all the time. 

The streets will finally blossom with poetry and be 
washed in the torrent of earned smiles, raised fists 
and bruised flames. 

We are all undesirables. 

The lions rise and the Men In Glass Towers give a 
slight whimper. 

Some of us are more undesirable than others. 
Poetry is in the streets. 
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SLIT PROMOTIONS AND MUTINY EVENTS 


AT MOHO LIVE, MANCHESTER 
WED 2ND MAY: BOUNCING SOULS w, тнеменинеєвѕ 


DOORS 7PM | £12 ADV | TICKETLINE | ROCKERS ENGLAND 


SUN 13TH MAY: UK SUBS CHARLIE IS BACK! HALF DAYER FROM SPM 


DOORS SPM | £10 ADV | TICKETLINE | ROCKERS ENGLAND 


FRI 10TH AUG: 0.0.А. CANADIAN PUNK LEGENDS IN MANCHESTER! 


DOORS 7PM | £10 ADV | TICKETLINE | ROCKERS ENGLAND 


SLIT PROMOTIONS AND MOVING NORTH 


AT TIGER LOUNGE, MANCHESTER 
THU 7TH JUNE: CORY BRANAN AND JON SNODGRASS 


DOORS 7.30PM | £6 ADV | TICKETLINE | ROCKERS ENGLAND 
SLIT.ME.UK | MUTINYEVENTS.CO.UK | MOVINGNORTH.CO.UK 


AWESOME 


ist200 MERCHANDISE 


BADGES • STICKERS • T-SHIRTS • TOTE BAGS 
: MIRRORS • BOTTLE OPENERS - MAGNETS - 
FLYERS • POSTERS • BUSINESS CARDS • ART 
PRINTS - РУС BANNERS - LIGHTERS - PLECTRUMS 
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INFO@AWESOMEMERCHANDISE.COM СМ 
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27-28 BARKSTON HOUSE CROYDON STREET LEEDS LS11 9RT 


PUNK $ ОЗОН 


LOCALLY WEST YORKSHIRE 


TO-BE'ON THE SHOW CONTACT EMAIL VDM@CVAC,ORGIUK 


DOWNLOADS OFPAST SHOWS AVAILABLE 
HTTP://WWW. PROENDAM CON PODCASTS PUNK DISORDE 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM PAGES) PUNK*DISORDERLY 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SCENE!! 


STRUMMERCAMP FESTIVAL 2012 - THE MAGNIFICENT 7TH 


Strummercamp festival is a not-for-profit, volunteer run festival held annually at 
Manchester Rugby Club, Cheadle Hulme celebrating the life and ideas of Joe Strummer and The Clash. 
This years festival is taking place on 1, 2, 3 June. 

Strummercamp is a unique experience. It has the best atmosphere | have ever experienced at a festival 
and the mix of bands is amazing, with some more established headliners and some more old school acts 
mixed in with so many exciting up and coming acts, crossing over into so many genres truly celebrating the 
musical diversity, which was so important to The Clash. Maybe you will hear the occasional Clash cover, 
but this festival is more than that. It is about a progression of their ideas and what can be achieved through 
hard work and community spirit and that is it’s real strength. 

"People can change anything they want to, and that means everything in the world." Joe Strummer 
Alongside the main stage there will also be a return of the TNSrecords stage and the Hempen Jig stage. 

I’m excited to report that this year, for the first time there will be an extra stage during the day hosted by 
Slit Records and the club house after-shows will be hosted by Punx Inna Jungle, so you will be able to 


dance until the early morning. 


Tickets are available from www.strummercampfestival.co.uk 
To give a real insight into this unique festival | got some of the people involved/festival regulars to share 


their experiences. 


Being old punk rockers who'd really loved 
the scene but got left behind with a lot of the 
media scheduled new music around and not 
thinking too much of it, there was a tendency 
to focus on the music that the people from 
the original punk bands were bringing out 
and hap-hazzardly coming across something 
a bit different that you liked. With the death 
of any decent TV or radio music shows 
there wasn't much new music you could get 
access to. Then we went to the first of the 
Strummercamp festivals because of our love 
of Joe. Apart from the major names there 
was this whole scene of young talented 
people playing great music and it opened 
up a whole new access to great music and 
showed that punk had touched a whole 
load of younger people and they'd taken up 
the reigns and carried on. Not doing it for 
the money or fame just for the love of the 
music,they were single handedly fighting a 
system of play lists that is killing music radio 
and TV and getting the word out there by 
doing it all themselves (The old Joe saying 
“If not me then who” is certainly embraced) 
and spreading the word on the social media 
sites. The Manchester punk scene was really 
healthy and over the next couple of years the 
TNS tent at the Strummercamp festival really 
stood up to the plate and there was always 
something good to listen to, to a point where 
it got hard to pick which tent you wanted to 
be in. The Hempen Jig tent for the first time 
last year was great too and hopefully will 
grow just as TNS did. Unlike Glastonbury 
where there's so many bands and not à lot 
worth listening to at Strummercamp there's 
nowhere as near as many bands but you 
want to see 'em all. 
Pete Weston 


Why is Strummercamp festival special? 

Lets dive in the deep end....Strummercamp festival 
is special in two main ways, the first being it is LIFE- 
CHANGING! Many, many people make the same 
comment. Strummercamp draws you in. If you have 
an open mind (to music and people) you will love ії... 
if you don't there is a good chance it will change you 
for the better. 

It's about people and music. | gotta quote Joe 
Strummer here ‘without people you're nothing’. 

On a practical level, it’s an intimate festival. You 
actually see the bands close up, meet the bands, 
and if you feel up for it, join in with some of the bands 
during the after show performances! 

No rip-off beer prices, no rip-off food prices, not for 
profit; this is what festivals should be about....| can't 
imagine ever going to a mainstream event ever again. 
With four (this year five) stages the choice of music, 
ranging from well established headliners to diverse 
and younger artists is amazing. It's a great opportunity 
to hear many bands you may never have seen before. 
Strummercamp remains a genuinely friendly festival 
(as Joe once said ‘punk rock means exemplary 
manners to your fellow human being’). It's a festival 
where you will meet people from all over the UK and 
Europe, and make friends for life. 

On another important level the festival honours the 
life and music of Joe Strummer (in an age of celebrity 
bores it is important to recognise genuine talent and 
energy). This guys influence is mind-blowing. It opens 
up a world of music. His influence is so diverse. It's 
not ‘just’ punk...far from it.....but also Cumbian, South 
American, American rock and roots, local bands and 
emerging talent, early and new ska and reggae. The 
festival reflects Joe's personality in the sense it has 
a real passion. But this is not about hero worship, 
(thankfully Joe wasn't a saint)... its about recognising 
someone who has changed music, who wrote some 
of the best rock and roll lyrics ever, and respect for a 
man who genuinely changed peoples lives. Joe was, 
and still is, an absolute inspiration! 
Pip 
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It was pure Luck | stumbled upon the Strummernews 
website after getting a PC. When | sussed out how it 
worked | noticed a link for Strummercamp. It was two 
months away. Tickets were hastily purchased and that 
was me, | couldn't wait. The Clash meant so much 
to me as did Joe Strummer. Music has been the one 
constant thread throughout my life. The Clash, BAD, 
Mescaleros, etc were never far from the hi-fi. Saturday 
morning on the day and it's 6am in Wirral. It will only 
take me 40 minutes to get there. | hope the ten pound 
kiddies tent will last the weekend....Bacon butties at 
the services and | arrive in Manchester. First in the car 
park, right behind me are Steve and Jill. Pleasantries 
and introductions dispersed with.....Strummercamp 
has a spirit like no other. | can count those two people 
| first met in the queue for Strummercamp 1 as some 
of my best friends. From 10am when more people 
were arriving it just had that vibe. People from the 
USA, Austria, Italy, Turkey as well as all four corners 
of the UK and Ireland. They are all still here. Not so 
many from the USA, but every May they can be found 
making their way from Piccadilly or Manchester airport 
to Cheadle Hulme. Now, Рт not particularly nostalgic 
but swapping stories with the numerous combatants 
was both invigorating and satisfying as well as giving 
one a sense of purpose | hadn't experienced since 
those halcyon punk rock days. Over the years since 
that inaugural festival celebrating the life, legacy and 
music of Joe Strummer many a friendship has been 
forged, not least from a nostalgic point of view but 
because our belief in the power of music was there, 
young and old mixing freely with a common bond. 
Over those intervening years the festival has had 
ups and downs but it is still here when so many other 
festivals have fallen foul of the credit crunch. Those 
that organise the festival have at times been on their 
knees but they have still carried on and keep the fire 
burning. All credit to them. In those intervening years 
| have made a great many friends and witnessed 
some of the best young bands and a few of the older 
ones on Strummercamp stages. One reason the line 
up doesn't have to conform to Glastonbury/V festival 
expectations is the need for younger bands, which 
takes me to the new guard, people like TNSrecords 
and Hempen Jig, etc who have brought another 
generation to the fore ready to enjoy and experience 
what IS the Strummercamp experience. | met a bloke 
at Strummercamp 2 from Huddersfield. He is better 
known as Big Dave. If ever there was anyone who 
exuded the spirit of the festival it was him, when Dave 
died in 2011 it was one of the saddest days of my life. 
Three months later there was a fundraising event for 
the hospice that looked after Dave in his final days 
attended by friends and family, all of whom had met at 
Strummercamp and that says it all to me. Seven years 
later the tent has gone, Strummernews has gone, as 
for THE GRAIL long may it continue, but promise me 
when we get older all you young bucks will look after 
us. 

Graham Fraser 


For every alternative music fan around the globe the 
death of Joe Strummer was distressing, life without 
him - unimaginable. He was our punk warlord, the 
man who made us question every action we took — 
what would Joe Strummer do? You knew he would 
have done the right thing. 

But Joe left behind a huge amount of fans, both 
originals from his days with The Clash and new 
ones picked up from his many subsequent musical 
departures. 

Strummercamp Festival brings together all of these 
people. For three days you are treated to a musical 
extravaganza covering all the genres that Joe 
meandered through during his life-time; reggae, ska, 
acoustic, folk, punk and all in the company of the 
friendliest festival goers you will ever come across. 
Having been to all six of the previous festivals | look 
forward every year to meeting up with old friends, 
making a few new ones and enjoying some damn 
good live music. 

The volunteers who run the festival are music 
fans, there is no sponsorship or profit, it's DIY but 
that's what makes it endearing and certainly more 
in keeping with the ethos of the original alternative 
music scene. People muck in — we have a lot of 
laughs along the way and the whole thing works on 
every level. 

It's in a field, it usually rains- it's in Manchester, what 
do you expect? But it's the highlight of my festival 
year and | cannot wait until the Magnificent 7th. 
Karen Hill 
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| don't think it's really possible to know what to expect 
from Strummercamp. You simply need to experience it 
in person. No matter how Strong the lineup is on paper, 
there 15 so much more to the festival than just the bands. 
It just has a unique atmosphere. If you go once you will 
just want to experience it year after year. 
The thing that drew me to the festival initially was of 
course the ethos. To do something this scale on a non- 
profit basis is a real testament to DIY culture and is 
really inspiring. | have been more and more involved 
with the organisation side of things each year and there 
Pues ө of stress behind the scenes, but it 
comes together and it i i 
по A iu LE is always, without doubt a 
I'm really excited that our friends from Slit Promotions 
and Punx Inna Jungle have gotten involved. They are 
a huge asset to this years event. There is so much 
exciting Stuff going on in Manchester at the moment 
which is driven by people working collectively. This way 
of working not only allows us to spread the workload 
but will add loads to the festival experience. Anyone 
ар Slit and Punx Inna Jungle will know how 
EE war TET IS going to add to the quality of 
l'm also very excited about The Jim Jon 
headlining on Saturday. That is going to bo и 
It’s an honour to be asked back to book the TNS stage 
We have some great bands lined up for you from 
both the label and from further afield with the likes of 
Pettybone and Crazy Arm. 


It is going to be so good, so don't mi 
Andy UNS SS out. 


ЖАБАТ FESTIVAL 
is "Lm r | 
Nick МАЗМЕЊЕМ: 


SEVENTH 


THE LOVELY EGGS, V THIRTEEN, TORNADIC UKULELE, ROTTEN HILL GANG, CRAZY ARM, FRAZER KING, ELECTRIC RIVER, STRONGSOW, BEAT THE RED LIGHT 
STAND OUT RIOT, BOOTSCRAPER, RASTA 4 EYES, THE ROUGHNECK RIOT, CHINA SHOP BULL. PETTYBONE, REVENGE OF THE PSYCHOTRONIC МАН, HATED TIL 
PROVEN, ELECTRIC RIVER MURDERBURGERS, ACID DROP, FAINTEST IDEA. THE KIRKZ,. THE DANGEROUS ACES, ONLY STRANGERS, RISING STRIKE, RUN OUT THE 
GUNS, LOUISE DISTRAS, BRANSTOWN BAND, MELODICA'S NEW REED, SMOKEY BASTARD, DUCKING PUNCHES, EMMA HALLOWS, BARNEY, HAPPY MARTYR, 


FEATURING STAGES FROM 


TNSRECORDS X. 


SLIT PROMOTIONS Эвксе 


amatum manag 


BILLY LIAR, 12 ANGRY MEN, TROY FAID, SEAS OF MIRTH, MATT BENTLEY, ТІМ HOLEHOUSE, 200 CASE THEATRE + MANY MORE TBA 


TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM 
STRUMMERCAMPFESTIVAL.CO.UK 


chi nee at ap LLL IT 


-New for 2012 on TNSrecords 


TNSO18: Autonomads/Black Star Dub Collective 
- From Rusholme With Dub 
| tracks from each band of socially/politically aware а 
dub/ska/raggae/punk. 
 Availableon CD.oorvinyl. — — —— — - 
Collectively released with the following labels: 
As Pumpkin/MassProd/AotiveRebellion/Antikoerper-Export/. woe =: 
General Strike/Maloka/Abracadaboum 
TNSO19:Hated Til Proven - Songs For The Short Of 
Attention (CD) | 
= Debutalbum full of fast aggressive punk and politically — 
informed lyrics. 
~ _ ` TNSO020: These Troublesome Thinkers — = 
(42 track, double CD compilation) 
—— ———— —— —pPunk/hardeore/ska-core/dub/thrash/re сае 
folk and much, much more. 
TNSO21: BrainDead - 
— pub Of Transgression 
9 inch dub vinyl from ___ 
the genre defying 


1k. based band. 
72". Qollectively-released with the 
following labels: MassProd, 
Maloka, Pumpkin, 
———-RAnWkoerper-Exporé. о 


“ —NAlroftheseanddnuch; much more — 
are available from the site. TNS is 


Т  10096not-for-profit so your Support — 
№ _ issoimportantto us... 


’ tnsrecords.co.uk - 


yy label - fanzine - distro - radio - live —— 


